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A Child's Grace 
By Mildred Ryan 
EAR Lord, we thank Thee for Thy 
love; 


Watch over us, we pray; 
Look down upon us from above, 
And bless this food today. 


€ 
First Fruits in Ecuador 


Since the martyrdom on the Curaray 
River many have recalled the saying, 
“The blood of the martyrs is the seed of 
the church.” New evidence of it is ap- 
pearing in the jungle. Betty Elliot wrote 
from Shandia on March 13: “We had 
a real break here on Sunday. Asencio 
preached in the Gospel] meeting, and 
then Gervacio stood up and said that 
several had expressed a desire to receive 
the Lord Jesus. He thereby gave op- 
portunity to testify. One after another, 
eleven came forward, telling how God 
had finally dealt with them. Several 
mentioned that the testimony of other 
Indians was the final blow. So the in- 
digenous church is already fulfilling the 
great responsibility for which Jim 
prayed, that they should reach their own 
people. After the testimonies, four more 
raised hands, indicating that they, too, 
wanted salvation. There were twenty- 
four in my believers’ instruction class 
yesterday afternoon. On Friday I went 
down river to Talac Pungu, where Jim 


used to have meetings on Fridays. Ger- 
vacio went along, and preached a fine 
message. He said, ‘I am sorry if you 
don’t like what I say, for I am going to 
continue tormenting you till I die.’ He 
told me that he lies awake nights, with 
a terrific burden for his own people 
which God has given him since Jim died. 
I am thrilled with this work of the 
Spirit, for that’s purely all it is. I had 
no idea any of that was cOming on Sun- 
day morning, nor had I spoken specifi- 
cally to any of those who testified. They 
have all come since the death of the 
five men, and I believe this is the first 
fruits here in Shandia of their martyr- 
dom. Surely the Shepherd must have 
called Jim and Ed and Pete to rejoice 
with Him over these found sheep!” 
(Betty was not forgetting the other two 
martyrs, but named these three because 
they were the men who had preached and 
taught at Shandia.) Betty’s mother, who 
recently spent a week with her, wrote 
from Panama on March 25: “While we 
were there in Shandia, Dayuma—the 
Auca girl from Ila—came and spent sev- 


. eral days with Bets and she got a lot 


of Auca phrases and vocabulary from 
her. You see, the. material the fellows 
had got from her they had taken with 


b 


them and it was all lost, so Bets is hav- 
ing to begin from scratch. The girl told 
her many interesting things—such as the 
belief of the Aucas in a Man Maker. 
They have a story of the Flood, too, say- 
ing that a few little men hid under sweet 
potato plants and when the rain was 
over they came out and repopulated the 
earth. They know nothing of drunken- 
ness or wife-beating. They do not fight 
or quarrel among themselves—they just 
kill each other! Several afternoons while 
we were there Bets worked with this 
girl. The Quichua Indians were very 
curious about her, too, and gathered 
around her and pumped her with ques- 
tions. She also was very much inter- 
ested in the Gospel. . . . You see, she 
has been out in Quichua territory for 
some years and speaks Quichua so she 
went to the Sunday service and Venan- 
cio—the Quichua boy—preached with 
much fervor.” While we rejoice at these 
signs. of the working of the Spirit of 
God, yet letters from the field show that 
the Adversary is also busy. Marjorie 
Saint, Barbara Youderian, Betty Elliot, 
John Keenan (the MAF pilot), and 
others who are keeping on with the work 
greatly need the prayers of Christian 
people. 


& 


ll. The Effects of God's Revelations 


A study in Psalm 19, second in a series by J. M. Murray, Praire Bible Institute 


1. THE WiTNEss OF CREATION 


60 en heavens are telling.” How 
expressive is that pithy title of 
an anthem which hymns this 
magnificent Psalm! The heavens are 
announcing that God “is.” They do not 
point to themselves but at themselves, 
declaring in effect, “We are the -handi- 
work of Another and the Hand that 
made us is divine.” The Nineteenth 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“There failed not ought of any 
good thing which the Lord had 
spoken unto the house of Israel; 
all came to pass” (Josh. 21:45). 




















Psalm anticipates in spiritual melody 
what Paul expounds theologically in Ro- 
mans 1:19 and 20: “That which may be 
known of God is manifest to them; for 
God hath shewed it unto them. For the 
invisible things of him from the crea- 
tion of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, 
even his eternal power and Godhead; 
so that they are without excuse.” The 
edifice silently announces the existence 
of the builder. How then can the uni- 
verse be a forum of debate as to its 
origin? To worship the creature whose 
existence announces the Creator is sim- 
ply moral perversity, for it is so illogical. 
But when men rejected God as the moral 
Governor of creation and began profess- 
ing themselves to be wise, they became 
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fools. The “fool” in Psalm 14:1 is one 
of “withered intellect” (Heb., nabal). 

The wordless heavens, revealing the 
marvels of their magnitude and design, 
speak, and speak continuously. The 
grammatical form of “declare” and 
“sheweth” emphasizes continuity. Hour 
after hour, day merging into night and 
emerging again as the sun rises to run 
his unending race, the witness continues, 
always telling, telling, telling. 

The original rendering, “no speech nor 
language, their voice is not heard,” 
hardly does violence to the phrase “their 
words” in verse 4 in that it agrees with 
the facts. In vivid verse Psalm 29 speaks 
seven times of “the voice of the Lord.” 
The word picture suggests a thunder- 
storm. We are told that Martin Luther 
while yet in his sins was terrified by a 
thunderstorm. The wrath of God re- 
vealed from Heaven evidently speaks to 
souls unsheltered by the blood of the 
Cross. 

Creation’s witness is continuous, word- 
less, and universal. All parts of the 
earth are affected directly or indirectly 
by the sun. The floor of Congo’s vast 
Ituri forest knows little directly about 
the solar guardian of earth’s physical 
well-being. But the rays of the sun 
accomplish their life-giving function 
through co-operation with the moisture 
from drenching tropical rains. ‘This 
moisture releases the plant food in the 


soil, cell turgor develops growth, and ~ 


the photo-synthetic action of the sun- 
light in the leaves completes the process, 
literally pulling the tree up through the 
down pullof gravitation. What an illus- 
tration‘ of the Spirit of life in the Sun 
of Righteousness influencing, nay lifting, 
the believer Godward! 

In order to sit where millions at this 
moment sit, we must meditate on the 
witness of creation apart from any ref- 
erence to the vast universes discovered 
by Mt. Palomar’s 200-inch telescope. What 
does the Congo pygmy know bdf such? 
Yet the inspired apostle wrote in Ro- 
mans 1:20, “They are without excuse.” 
When he was in Athens, Pau] preached 
to the educated pagans that the God 
who made the world “now commandeth 
all men every where to repent” (Acts 
17:30). His preaching at Athens har- 
monized with his teaching in Romans 
3:10: “There is none righteous, not 
even one” (Young’s Literal Translation). 

Where Paul reproved the idolaters at 
Lystra (Acts 14) for worshiping him, the 
creature, rather than the Creator, we 
find no reference to Christ crucified. 
He protested that they should “turn 
from these vanities unto the living God 
which made heaven, and earth,” and 
who “left not himself without witness, 
in that he did good, and gave us rain 
from heaven, and fruitful seasons .. .” 
(Acts 14:15-17). Such plain Scriptures 
teach us that the invisible God, in all 
His omnipotence, holiness, and benevo- 
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lence, is seen by His works and His 
gifts. 
2. THE WITNESS OF THE WORD 

From the witness of creation to every 
man the movement of the Psalm pro- 
ceeds to a new revelation provided by 
the Creator for every creature. Abruptly 
the psalmist introduces the Word of: the 
Lord. Six terms describe it, four 
directly and the last two indirectly. 
Each has a specific quality and produces 
a definite result in the life of the recip- 
ient. ; 

The first function of the flawless, in- 
corruptible Word is to “restore the soul,” 
literally to refresh it. Now the soul to 
be refreshed must be alive unto God. 
We are born again by the operation of 
the incorruptible seed of the Word of 
God (1 Pet. 1:23). This incorruptible 
seed of the doctrine of God puts His 
life in the soul of man—once dead in 
sins—and maintains that life. No soul 
of man can live unto God, and thrive 
spiritually, unless rooted and grounded 
in the living Word, watered by the 

(Continued on page 318) 








Notes on Open Letters 
For Speeders Only 


A few years ago you had an article 
in your good paper entitled “The Sin 
We Like to Boast About.” It was 
about Christians breaking the law by 
speeding with cars. I would like to 
get it if possible. If you happen to 
have it in tract form, better still. If 
not I would like to have some made 
up. 
minding that speeding is wrong and 
a poor example to the unsaved. 

Just the other day we, my wife and 
family, were driving along and were 


talking about it being wrong for Chris-. 


tians to speed above thé speed limit. 

And oug son spoke up, “Well, so and 

so, and so and so does it or did it.” 

It happened that these two people 

were on the staff of an evangelical, 

interdenominational Bible school, Our 
son attends the high school of the same 

Bible school. It just goes to show the 

effect our lives have upon others, even 

_Christians, especially if we are in a 

place of authority —A Canadian reader, 

The artic'e was entitled “The Sin of 
Which We Boast,”? by Howard Lehn, and 
was published in the Trwes July 24, 
1948. The following are its four main 
points: 

“First, we are commanded to obey our 
rulers. Therefore, violation of a law is 
sin. Romans 13:1 tells us to ‘let every 
soul be subject unto the higher powers. 
For there is no power but of God: The 
powers that be are ordained of God.’ 
First Peter 2:13, 14 commands us, ‘Sub- 
mit- yourselves to every ordinance of 
man for the Lord’s sake: whethér it be 
to the king, as supreme; or unto gover- 
nors, as unto them that are sent by him 


I feel we Christians need a re-. 


April 14, 1956 





for the punishment of evildoers, and for 
the praise of them that do well.’ There- 
fore, disobedience to the law of man is 
a violation of God’s Law. The excep- 
tion to the above would be a law com- 
manding. us to do something that is 
contrary to Christian principles, but we 
may thank God that, in our land, such 
laws are very exceptional, if found at ali. 

“This principle ought to be our guide, 
not our opinion of the law. We may 
believe that we can safely drive above 
the speed limit; we may believe that 
there is no danger in going carefully 
past a ‘Stop’ .sign, *without actually 
stopping; we may not like parking regu- 
lations. Nevertheless, our duty is clear 
as Christians. We must obey them, or, 
if we believe them to be unfair, lend our 
efforts to have them changed in a demo- 
cratic manner. 


“Secondly, Christians should always be 
found at the forefront of any movement 
to better society. Deep in our hearts 
we all realize the necessity of speed laws 
and other motoring restrictions. We are 
in sympathy with the efforts of highway 
officials to keep the highways safe. With- 
out our-co-operation their efforts would 
come to nought. Would it not be a real 
testimony if Christians would take a 
leading place in such matters? 

“Third'y, carelessness in these things 
does not add to our testimony. I was 
recently asked my opinion of a person 
who told of praying for a safe journey, 
then making the trip at breakneck speed, 
and afterward testifying of God’s care 
and protection. No doubt the Lord did 
protect him, but he left his hearers won- 
dering about his particular brand of 
Christianity. The Scripture speaks of 
Jehu as driving ‘furiously,’ but he is not 
held out to us as an example. 

“Fourthly, who shguld realize the value 
of a human life more than the Chris- 
tian? Christianity teaches the sacred- 
ness of life, and the eternity of the spirit. 
An accident in which someone is killed 
may not only mean the end of that per- 
son’s earthly life, but could mean the 
loss of a soul which might have had op- 
portunity to accept Christ if the person 
had lived.” 

bd 


To the Friends 
of the Five Widows 


HE wives of the five men killed in 
Ecuador on January 8 have been 
de'uged with letters from friends, ac- 
quaintances, and many whom they do 
not know. They are grateful for the 
sympathetic interest and promises of 
prayer help expressed ‘in these letters. 
All of the young women have been 
under great pressure and the death of 
their husbands has increased their duties 
and responsibilities. Will correspondents, 
therefore, please be patient and under- 
standing if replies are delayed or if none 
at all are received.—Editor. 
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|. From the King’s Guard to the Khyber Hills 





A personal testimony 


HEN he was sixteen years of 

W age, John Ringer jumped two 

years overnight, announced his 
age as eighteen, and joined the Cold- 
stream Guards. He imagined he was 
going to enjoy life thoroughly as a 
guardsman, and was determined to make 
the most of his opportunities. 

He had been brought up under Chris- 
tian influences, a praying grandmother 
who continually encircled her grandson 
with prayer, and a faithful mother who 
insisted on attendance at Sunday school, 
even though it meant a walk of a mile 
each Sunday. But at the age of four- 
teen, ‘John Ringer thought he knew 
everything; and, leaving Sunday classes 
and the influence of a faithful Sunday 
schoo] teacher, commenced roaming the 
streets with other lads. There was no 
live young people’s megting in their 
sleepy little English town, and no crowd 
of young people interested in saving 
the souls of young men and women, 
consequently religion presented little at- 
traction to these young lads. ’ 

For years sin laid hold of John and 
dragged him down to the very depths 
of shame. Even though he had been 
brought up in a Christian home there 
seemed to be something within his very 
nature that gradually led him headlong 
into a “horrible pit” where he was 
soaked and saturated in sin. 


His First Christian Tract 


When he was nearly through his train- 
ing there was a general strike in 1921, 
and his squad had to come up to the 
barracks at Chelsea. One of the first 
things that greeted them was the sight 
of a young fellow with a most sancti- 
monious expression on his long face, 
going round the beds placing a tract on 
each. John wondered what he had 
struck! It appeared that the Army 
Scripture Reader had just been through 
the barracks and this fellow was mim- 
icking him. He had gathered up the 
tracts the other had left and was doing 
everything the Scripture Reader had 
done, of course in the most exaggerated 
manner. John had never seen a tract 
in his life; he did not know such things 
existed, and certainly had never read 
one. But those tracts were not wasted! 
In cleaning up afterward he picked one 
out of the coal box where someone had 
thrown it. Unscrewing the paper, he 
read some portion of God’s Word. It 
was as though an electric shock ran 
through him! For the first time in his 
life he became conscious of the fact 
that the “Hound of Heaven” was after 
his soul. 

Trouble broke out in China and John’s 
battalion was sent there. He had sunk 


Here is a thrilling story of conver- 
sion, told by the man to whom it 
happened, a tall, British ex-soldier 
who is now a missionary in one of 
the hard spots of the world. The 
writer is chairman of the Field Coun- 
cil of the Afghan Border Crusade, sta- 
tioned at Kohat, North-West Frontier 
Province, Pakistan. So bitter is the 
Moslem opposition that the mission- 
aries at Kohat were turned out of 
their rented premises by the local 
mullahs (Moslem priests) last fall. 
But God has gathered out one or two 
small churches for His name, which 
stand firm against all the fury of 
the Devil. This article is the first 
of two installments of Mr. Ringer’s 
own story, in which he tells how 
_ God saved him in China, trained him 
in England, and sent him to the 
North-West Frontier. The mission is 
represented in this country by Miss 
Margaret W. Haines, honorary sec- 
retary, 156 West School Lane, Phila- 
delphia 44; the Rev. W. H. Webb, 
honorary treasurer and _ secretary 
east of Chicago, 114 N. Essex Ave., 
Narberth, Pa.; and the Rev. Everett 
E. Hancock, secretary for Chicago 
areas and west, 607 S. Fourth St., 
Columbia, Mo. The testimony will 
will be concluded next week. 








to such depths of shame at that time 
that he was then the official bookmaker. 
(Not the librarian, but the chap that took 
the bets!) He had learned to drink 














The Rev. J. W. Rane 





By JOHN RINGER 


heavily and smoke up to sixty cigarettes 
a day. On the boat the men played 
“Crown and Anchor,” “Housie-housie,” 
and such things to help time pass 
merrily. 

Once on board the boat a strange thing 
happened, Things started to change and 
the chaps began to take life a little more 
seriously. They even commenced a 
Swear Club, fining each other a half- 
penny for swearing. But this effort to 
stay the drift of loose morals was only 
on the surface, and there was no real 
change of heart among them. 


A Strange Invitation 


Once in China, the battalion was sta- 
tioned along Soochow Creek, and there 
in the course of duty at two or three in 
the morning, along would come two Sal- 
vation Army officers in a dilapidated old 
Ford. It*seemed to be tied together with 
bits of string, and how it ever got round 
was a miracle, but it did the job! This 
vehicle was called “Hallelujah Lizzie.” 
The young officers took a real interest 
in the men, who thought their effort 
was a type of practical Christianity 
which they tould appreciate. But for 
all that, the men had a queer way of 
showing their appreciation. A couple 
of them would engage the Salvation 
Army officers in conversation while an- 
other would walk off with the chocolate 
and fruit in the back of the car. It wes 
all taken in good part, however, for 
while the rest of Shanghai slept, these 
men were out to win the souls of the 
men of the battalion. 

One day when John was walking 
across the barrack square he saw an 
extraordinary-looking little chap waving 
wildly to him. “Say, boy! I want a 
word with you!” John wondered what 
he could possibly want. He had never 
seen anyone quite like this chap before! 
He was round all over and smiling 
cheerily and with a strange light glow- 
ing in a pair of twinkling eyes. 

“I’ve got a meeting on tonight!” he 
announced. “It’s a religious meeting, 
telling all about the Pocket Testament 
League and you’re coming.” 

John looked down at the little chap. 
“Oh, I am, am I?” 

Then the little chap darted off to in- 
vite the other chaps along to this meet- 
ing. All day long John Ringer kept 
thinking of this poor little chap talking 
away to those great big six-foot guards- 
men and imagining how they would en- 
joy taking a rise out of him, so at last 
he decided to go along just to give the 
little man a bit of encouragement. He 
sauntered along at the prescribed time, 


(Continued on page 306) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





Ninety per cent of the people of 
this land will soon have the whole 
Bible in their various tongues. For 
the twenty-two million Viet-Namese it 
has been translated and carefully re- 


CC ninety ve Progress in Indochina.— 


vised. So, too, the Laotians and Cam- . 


bodians. It is interesting that a call for 
the Bible should come from Viet- 
Namese ex-convicts, alumni of the 


famous Devil’s Island, French Guiana, 
a hundred of them now in their own 
South American colony. 

There are also hymnals in these three 
languages, that in Viet-Namese having 
455 hymns and 55 Scripture readings, 
with the Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles’ 
Creed. Native converts have protested 
putting Christian words to native melo- 
dies. “It reminds them of their former 
paganism.” 

There is a great Chinese population 
in Indochina, prosperous and intelligent. 
Their schools have always been an open 
door to Christian testimony. 

Growth is constant. In the new Xieng 
Khouang area are now fifty villages with 
groups of Christians in charge of Mr. 
Saly, a gifted evangelist. Native workers 
are trained in flourishing Bible training 
schools. Each of the tribes’ schools has on 
its staff consecrated Viet-Namese teach- 
ers, graduates of the Tourane Bible In- 
stitute. Of a Cambodian teacher, Mr. 
Choy, Mr. Sechrist says: “Few of our 
home workers will match him in knowl- 
edge of the Bible and ability to teach 
and preach. He is tops.” 

The Cambodians believe, from their 
Buddhist tradition, that the end of all 
things is approaching. Just prior to the 
final consummation there will be a great 
slaughter in which the blood of the slain 
will reach to the bellies of elephants. 
Obviously a reflection of the prophecy 
in Revelation 14:20, perhaps coming into 
Buddhism from Nestorian Christianity 
of medieval times. 


Professor Herbert Butterfield of Cam- 
bridge University, England, has pub- 
lished the Riddell Lectures under the 
title of “Christianity in European Pol- 
itics.” He contends that the Christian 
church is led astray when it engages in 
worldly politics and concerns. “Those 
who preached the Gospel for the sake 
of the Gospel, leaving the further conse- 
quences of their activity to Providence, 
have always served the world better 
than they knew, better than those who 
worked with mundane purposes in mind. 
. . Those who nurse pieties, spread 
New Testament love, and affirm the 
spiritual nature of man are guarding 
the very fountain, dealing with the 
sources of civilization at its very source, 


and keeping open the springs from which 
new things will still arise.” 

This is fundamentally true, although 
one believes that the Christian citizen 
has his responsibilities as well as others. 
What has been the plague of the con- 
temporary church on the part of many 
of its leaders is that while they write 
and talk about social Christianity, their 
activity does not translate itself into 
profitable work. . 


Mr. Mineur of the Belgian Congo Mis- 
sion writes: 

Two weeks ago one of our pupils, 
Iridofonsi, appeared. His younger 
brother, a boy of fifteen who herded 
cows on the hill, had sent his gift for 
the church. 

Had he been to our school? No! To 
our services? Not to these either. As- 
tonished, we asked to see this young 
man. But the elder brother explained: 
“We are orphans living with an uncle. 
Only with difficulty have I had permis- 
sion to attend school. He never allows 
my brother to leave the cows.” 

So we proposed to the elder that he 
substitute for his brother and send him 
to us. Today he arrived, a vigorous 
boy. He had his Testament, and the 
Bible reading card was placed at Luke 
23: 44-49, the page of the day. 

On the flyleaf the elder brother had 
written his brother’s name, with the 
date, July 1, 1951: “Jesus is Lord and 
truly Saviour.” It was touching, this 
witness of an elder brother to a younger. 

The boy had learned to read at Mud- 
hubati, but was unable to continue. We 
asked, “Why did you send this gift to 
the church?” “I saw in the Gospel the 
story where Jesus was seated in the 
Temple and looked on those who were 
putting their offerings into the treasury. 
The poor widow gave her all. God made 
me feel that I, too, ought to give.” 

“Where did you get the money?” “I 
had a little dog which I sol& With the 
money I bought coffee and resold it at 
a profit. This enabled me to buy some- 
thing I needed. The balance I want to 
give to the church.” 

“You read in this passage that Jesus 
praised the widow. Who is Jesus?” “He 
is the King of kings.” 

“Is He like Mutara, king of Ruanda?” 
“Mutara is king of our bodies, Jesus is 
king of my soul. Mutara did not die 
for me.” 

“Jesus died for you?” 
for all of us.” 

“Why for you?” “Because I was lost.” 

“Lost! No! You know too well the 
hills where you keep cows.” “I was 
lost in sins.% 


“Yes, for me, 


By the late ERNEST GORDON 


“Where is Jesus?” “He is seated on 
the right hand of God.” 

“Where is God?” “In Heaven!” 

“Is He also here?” “Yes, everywhere.” 

“Do you pray to Mary the mother of 
Jesus?” “No, she’ must be judged as 
other men; hence she cannot judge me.” 

“As all herdsmen, you doubtless in- 
sult passers-by and at times steal pota- 
toes from fields.” “No, not now.” 

“Do you believe Jesus would die for 
you on account of a few potatoes which 
you once stole? It was such a little 
thing.” “Yes, even for that; He wished 
that I should be cured of such habits.” 

I was confounded, The words of Jesus 
came to mind, “Thou hast hid these 
things from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes.” 

The elder brother told us that his 
uncle would allow no prayer. Yet each 
morning and evening the two brothers 
found a moment for meditation in a 
corner where they could pray to their 
Father. 


The Rev. Ralph Crisci, an Italian con- 
verted to Christ and for some years evan- 
gelizing in Somerville and Cambridge, 
Mass.—the Immanuel First Italian Baptist 
Church of Cambridge being one fruit 
of his labors—is now preaching in Italy. 
The Naples Independent Baptist Church 
has been formed, and is “on fire for the 
Lord.” In 1952 a newspaperman heard 
the Gospel for the first time and ac- 
cepted Christ. Called into the Italian 
Aviation Corps, he evangelized to such 
effect that thirty-six other officers and 
men were brought to a saving knowl- 
edge of Christ. 

Mr, Crisci tells of entering a grocery 
store and finding the people discussing 
the greatness of the United States. 
“That’s because we read the Bible and 
trust Christ,” he interpolated. As a re- 
sult of this casual visit, a prayer meet- 
ing was started in the store and still 
continues, and the four brothers and two 


Sisters who own the store have all been 


converted. (Mr. Crisci’s mailing address 
is 36 Jeannette Ave., Waverley 79, Bos- 
ton.) 


Jewish Notes.—There seems to be a 
rising agitation in Israel against Chris- 
tian teaching, not on the part of the 
Government but from Jewish rabbis 
and their associated press. This has gone 
so far as to apply to Christianity the 
phrase in Exodus 17:16, marg.: “Because 
the hand of Amelek is against the throne 
of the Lord, the Lord hath sworn that 
the Lord will have war with Amalek 
from generation to generation.” Ameri- 
can Jewish finance and influence are 
charged with these agitations against 
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what is called “the Mission Fifth 
Column,” 

They would prohibit relief when ac- 
companied with Christian instruction. 
They would publish lists of children at- 
tending mission schools and of Jews 
converted to Christianity, They ask’ the 
government for money appropriation to 
battle against Christian missions. A 
fund has already been started for this 
purpose at home and abroad, and a min- 
isterial committee has proposed put- 
ting’ £100,000 at its disposition. “We 
must dry up our malarial marshes,” by 
which is meant Christian evangelism. 

The bitterest attacks are on Messianic 
Jews who wish to remain Jews while 
adopting and confessing the Christian 
faith. 

A correspondent of the National Jew- 
ish Post, Mr. Alpert, writes from Israel 
on the British Bible Society’s depot in 
Tel Aviv which, in three years has sold 
60,000 volumes. Loca] Hebrew publish- 
ers are making photo-copies and issuing 
them with their own imprint, and one 
wonders if they include the New Tes- 
tament. The store was attacked some 
months ago and Bibles thrown into the 
gutter. Were Old Testaments, the Torah, 
so treated? Mr. Alpert notes that a meat 
market oppposite, selling pork products, 
was undisturbed when this raid was 
made on the Bible store. 

Jean de Bloch was a Warsaw peddler 
who, when he had saved enough, went 
to Berlin for study. He was a Jew, but 
later in life a convert to Christ, a fact 
which the Hebrew Publishing Company 
Suppresses in the story of his life, as 
Mr. Einspruch points out. De Bloch was 
archenemy of war. He wrote six vol- 
umes on the folly and waste of war 
which had an immense resonance in in- 
tellectual and governmental circles in 
Europe and led to the establishment of 
the Hague Tribunal, or World Court. 


Daniel Zion, former Chief Rabbi of 
Bulgaria, now a Christian in Israel, has 
been invited many times to preach in a 
synagogue in Haifa, and is received with 
honor, and thanked for his addresses. 
He has access to all the Bulgarian Jews 
in Israel, and at one time preached 
Christ over the radio, but this was dis- 
continued because of protests. He 
travels constantly over the land. 

Speaking of sectarian divisions in 
Christendom, he says: “To put an end 
to all this, all believers ought to ask 
God for absolute truth. This can be 
found only through the Holy Spirit, who 
is available to every believer if, by di- 
vine grace, he has absolute purity in his 
thoughts, words, and actions, and above 
all has the virtue of meekness. 

“Although Moses had many virtues, 
the Bible mentions only his meekness— 
he was the meekest man on earth (Num. 
12:3). Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, was most humble (Matt, 11:29). 
Likewise God is with the humble among 
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men, giving them the Holy Spirit, as 
Isaiah says, ‘For thus saith the high and 
lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose 
name is Holy; I dwell .. . with him also 
that is of a contrite and humble spirit, 
to revive the spirit of the humble... .’ 
“All this makes us to understand that 
we need, above all, humility in order 
to receive the Holy Spirit. This is nec- 
essary to unite man in one faith, one 
God, and one intermediary, Jesus Christ, 
We will have complete yedemption only 
at the Second Advent of the King of 
Israel and King of the world, Yeshua 
Hamashiach, Jesus Messiah.” 


Dr. Arthur A. Cowan of Edinburgh, 
president of Trinity College Students 
Union, in the forthcoming Warrack Lec- 
tures will explain to pastors how, in 
preaching, they can get round the dif- 
ficulties which the miraculous causes. 
It is the old method of Dr. Paulus of 
Heidelberg — rationalist spiritualization. 
Thus “the feeding of the five thousand 
should“ be understood not as a magical 
multiplication of loaves and fishes but 
as a change in the spirit of the crowd 
who were moved by our Lord to share 
their eatables so that every man had 
enough. Which would be the greater 
miracle—a plentiful provision of food 
or the hearts of the multitude stirred 
to provide for one another? 


“It was the divine love instilled into 
selfish human nature that made the 
bread go round and satisfied the hunger 
of all. This wonderful transformation 
of the average man was the achieve- 
ment of Jesus Christ and no one else 
could achieve it. It may be less factual, 
but it is more in harmony with truth, 
to expound the feeding of the five thou- 
sand in this way because Jesus never 
played the spellbinder or wizard and 
His miracles were never self-adver- 
tising stunts.” 


So the multiplication of the loaves was 
an impossibility to Him to whom all 
power on earth is given. We can coun- 
ter this with instances in which bread 
was miraculously given to believing 
Christians in our time, and that over 
months. That I have done in “The Fact 
of Miracle,” pp. 32-34. 

The miracle of Cana is also reduced 
to symbol without actuality. “Jesus mani- 
fested his glory as the transformer of 
human experience into something rich 
and splendid. He supplied a stimulant 
{fermented wine is a stupéfiant], which 
made disappointed lives glow with a 
new spirit. He replaced the weakness 
of water with the strength of wine 
[practically all the strength of the grape 
—sugar, minerals, vitamins, flavenols, 
catechines—is lost in fermentation]. 
When good cheer failed, he provided 
better.” 

The real symbolism is quite different. 
In the first half of the chapter, Jesus 
manifested His Shekinah glory as Crea- 
tor God (Elohim) with power over mat- 
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ter; in the second half, as Jehovah, with 
power to destroy and recreate Israel’s 
worship. In addition, the first half 
shows our Lord replacing the ritual 
water of Judaism with His redeeming 
blood, the good wine kept to the last; 
the second half is resurrection symbol, 
the Temple of His body raised in three 
days. ° 

But this obvious symbolism does not 
efface the fact of miracle; rather it de- 
pends on the reality of the miracle as 
stated. (See “Christ, the Apostles, and 
Wine,” pp. 9-16.) 


The Bible Atlas of the French School 
for Bible Study in Jerusalem is de- 
scribed in’ Le Chrétien Evangélique as 
a masterpiece of erudition with a great 
amount of archaeological data throwing 
light on Biblical history. The authors. 
are French priests’ Grollenberg and De 
Vaux. The last words of their text 
are movingly evangelical: 

“The Christian of today thinks no dif- 
ferently from the primitive Christian. 
He knows himself to be living in the 
last days, in the final phase of universal 
history. Whether the period is long -or 
short matters not. For every man, the 
single problem is to find God in Christ. 
There is no other God-given way of sal- 


vation. In a He has done al] and 
given all. God can offer no more than 
Himself. For all Christians, the Bible 


shares in its definitive character with 
the historic revelation of God in Jesus 
Christ. It can neither be supplanted nor 
can it become outdated.” 

One could wish that Protestant the- 
ologians all rang as true as that! 

Here is another illustration of the right 
note in Romanism. The home of Marie 
Durand, the great figure in French Prot- 
estantism, who for thirty-eight years re- 
fused to go to Mass to secure release 
from prison, still stands in the Ardéche. 
Here she finally died. Thence her 
brother Pierre, a Protestant pastor, was 
taken to Montpellier to be hung for his 
faith, 

Recently a group of young Catholics, 
headed by their priest, en route to a 
Catholic shrine at La Louvese, ‘stopped 
at the house of Marie Durand to sign 
in the golden book as “repentent Cath- 
olics.” 


The largest Greek evangelical church 
building, that in the heart of Athens, 
even though not completely finished, is 
often packed to capacity with more than 
1,500 people. Three additional church 
buildings have been completed within 
the last year. In 1955, the Fellowship 
of Free Evangelical Churches was con- 
fronted with the task of building ten 
more churches, widely scattered over 
Greece. The next building on the pro- 
gram is to be at Patras. This church 
is in a continual state of revival. The 
present meeting place is completely 
crowded out and people stand outside 
to listen. 
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From the King's Guard 


(Continued from page 303) 


pretending he was interested in every- 
thing but the meeting, which was being 
held in a butcher’s shop! At last, look- 
ing first to the right and then to the left, 
making sure that no one saw him, he 
slipped into the butcher’s shop and sat 
in a back seat. A few people were 
seated there, and the little chap got up 
on a box and told them all about the 
Pocket Testament League. As he lis- 
tened, again there seemed to go through 
John an electric shock. There was some 
power in that man. He was in touch 
with reality, with God, and it came home 
to John that night that he needed a 
Saviour. The speaker offered a free Te 
» tament to any who would like one, and 
when no one was looking John took a 
Testament and dashed away. 

Then a most important thing hap- 
pened. John was transferred from the 
battalion to the “Red Caps.” That meant 
that he was to become a “Red Cap,” or 
in other words a policeman. He was to 
become a preserver of the peace! And 
the biggest lawbreaker in the regiment 
was John Ringer! 

But alongside the “Red Cap” barracks 
was a large hut which Mr. Harry West- 
* nidge, late of the C.I.M., had erected. 
One of the leaders had foreseen what 
such a place would mean to lonely boys 
away from home, and the boys were 
made very welcome. The missionaries 
entertained the lads, and gave them 
something to.eat and a cup of tea, while 
at the back of the building was a place 
where one could quietly study the Word 
of God. 

Here John met many of the mission- 
aries; and their peaceful, beautiful] lives, 
from which the power of another world 
shone out in every look and gesture, 
made a deep impression on him. He 
felt he wanted to be like these people. 
He threw away first one bad habit, and 
then another. Through the years he had 
tasted practically all the delicacies that 
sin presents to its dupes, but now he 
learned from bitter experience that 
“whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap.” The cleaner he became, the 
more terrible became the burden of sin. 
Contact with God’s saints did nothing 
to relieve the burden. Their evident pur- 
ity and deep peace showed only too 
clearly they were right with God, while 
John was not. He was thoroughly awak- 
ened and a great loathing of sin was 
created within him. Sin was to him a 
monstrous thing from hell, to be avoided 
at al] costs. No longer was it masked; 
no longer could it deceive; no longer 
could it be enjoyed. 

A great process of self-reformation 
went on within him, and as bad habits 
were discarded he imagined that by 
sheer force of will he could conquer 





every enemy of the soul. But this did 
not bring him peace! Reformed morals 
could not wipe out that past deliberate 
sin. Every time he went to a service, 
something fresh would pierce his heart, 
and he could have sworn someone had 
told the speaker his history. Mentally 
he lived in a veritable hell which grew 
deeper and more intolerable as each day 
passed. The problem of living assumed 
gigantic proportions, and the world 
seemed a huge madhouse full of gibber- 
ing, groaning, laughing, mad prisoners. 
Only a few choice souls seemed to have 
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escaped from‘ its clutches and live un- 
affected by it. For weeks he lived in 
the throes of mental torment. Many 
times. he contemplated suicide, and 
wished that someone would put a bullet 
through him. His soul was tossed about 
between life and death. In reality the 
Holy Ghost was brooding over the 
depths of infinite sin, preparing to bring 
another soul to spiritual birth, and thus 
to contact with another world and all 
its possibilities of friendship with the 
Eternal, , 
(To be continued) 


Il. Slight Variations in the Dead Sea Scrolls 


And how they are supported by other ancient translations 


By JOSEPH P. FREE, Ph.D. 


This is the Second article in the series of four by Dr. Joseph P. Free, 

Archaeological Editor of Tue Sunpay ScHoot Times and professor of 

Archaeology at Wheaton College. This short series of articles will answer 

many questions that have been asked by Sunpay ScuHoo. TiMEs readers; 

and those who desire more information will find references in the foot- 
notes to books and articles on the Dead Sea Scrolls. 


ET us illustrate the type of variation 

one finds between the Isaiah manu- 
script and the Masoretic Text which we 
have had for a long time. In Isaiah 60:19 
we read, “The sun shall be no more thy 
light by day; neither for brightness shall 
the moon give light unto thee” (King 
James Version). The Isaiah manuscript 
adds the phrase “by night,” making it 
read, “The sun shall be no more thy light 
by day; neither ‘for brightness shall the 
moon give light unto thee by night.” 
This reading is also attested by the an- 
cient Greek, Latin, and Aramaic trans- 
lations of the Bible. In view of the 
manuscript evidence and the fact that 
in Hebrew you so often have parallelism, 
such as “by day” in the first part of a 
poetic statement, and “by night” in the 
second, the R.S.V. translators adopted 
what may well have been in the original. 
As one can see, the adoption of the 
phrase changes no truth, not even the 
sense of the verse, but merely rounds 
out the phraseology which one would 
expect. 

Another variation: In Isaiah 51:19 we 
read, “These two things are come unto 
thee; who shal! be sorry for thee? ... 
by whom shall I comfort thee?” (K.J.V.) 
The Masoretic text is actually probably 
better translated thus in the last phrase, 
“How shall I comfort thee?” (as in the 
American Standard Version of 1901). 
The Isaiah manuscript renders this as 
“Who will comfort you?” and this is 
supported, as we have known for a long 
time, by the ancient translations in 
Greek, Syriac, and Latin. As before, the 
variation is slight, and changes nothing 
in the over-all context of Isaiah. 

In Isaiah 45:2, the Masoretic text reads, 
“IT will go before thee, and make the 
crooked places straight” (K.J.V.), or, as 


in the A.S.V. (1901), “and/ make the 
rough places smooth.” In the Isaiah 
manuscript jt reads, “I will go before 
you and level the mountains.” As Bur- 
rows acknowledges, the difference in 
meaning is slight, and “the only ques- 
tion is which reading was more prob- 
ably that of the original text.” 

In Isaiah 56:12 we read, “Come ye, 
say they, I will fetch wine, and we will 
fill ourselves with strong drink” (K.J.V). 
The Isaiah manuscript varies only by 
putting “we” in the first part instead of 
“IT”: “Come ye, say they, we will fetch 
wine and we ‘will fill ourselves with 
strong drink.” The context would sug- 
gest we, and this is supported not only 
by the Isaiah manuscript, but by the 
Latin, Aramaic, and Syriac translations 
of,the Old Testament. Again, the mean- 
ing of the message of Isaiah is not af- 
fected at all, whichever reading is cor- 
rect. At the same time, the efforts. of 
textual scholars to arrive at the original 
reading of the Scriptures, even where 
the differences are slight, is a valid one. 
We want to have what was virtually the 


original text, and again and again we 


can arrive at it by patient study of the 
ancient manuscripts. 


Significance of the Isaiah Manuscript 
for Textual Study 

AS WE noted earlier, only in thirteen 

places was the variation in the Isa- 
iah manuscript adopted by the R.S.V. 
committee, an average of a word or 
phrase every five chapters. In eight of 
the thirteen places, the Isaiah manu- 
script reading was already supported to 
some degree by our ancient translations 
in Greek, Aramaic, Syriac, and Latin. 
It is refreshing to note that Millar Bur- 

(Continued on page 315) 
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LESSON 5. APRIL 29. THE CHURCH REACHES OUT 
Acts 8:4-40; printed text, verses 4-8, 14-17, 26-28, 34, 35 
Golden Text.—By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.—John 13:35 


THE Kinc JAMES VERSION 
Acts 8:4 Therefore they that were scattered abroad went 


every where preaching the word. 


5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria, and 


preached Christ unto them. 


6 And the people with one accord gave heed unto those 
things which Philip spake, hearing and seeing the miracles 


which he did. 


7 For unclean spirits, crying with loud voice, came out of 
many that were possessed with them: and many taken with 
palsies, and that were lame, were healed. 

8 And there was great joy in that city. 


14 Now when the apestles which were at Jerusalem heard 
that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto 


them Peter and John: 


15 Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, 


that they might receive the Holy Ghost: 


16 (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they 
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) 


‘The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


Tomes of us who have been accus- 
tomed to speak in terms of “down 
south” will have to acquaint our- 
selves with the term “down north” in 
this lesson, for when we read that Philip 
went down to Samaria he was going 
north from Jerusalem. 

Our King James Version says that he 
went “to the city of Samaria,” but some 
very old authorities omit the definite arti- 
cle, and read, “a city of Samaria.” The 
fact is that at the time in question the city 
of Samaria no longer went by that name. 
Herod the Great had rebuilt it and re- 
named it “Sebaste” in honor of the Ro- 
man Emperor. It is rather likely that 
if this city was the one in question, Luke 
would have called it by its new name. 
It is just possible that the city was Gitta, 
which, according to Justin Martyr, was 
the birthplace of Simon Magus, the 
strange character who figures so largely 
in the chapter of our study. Gitta was 
not far from Sychar where Jesus spent 
two days, and where many believed on 
Him. This fact may have prepared the 
ground for the enthusiastic reception 
given the Gospel under the ministry of 
Philip. 

The other locality in which Philip 
ministered, according to the record of 
this chapter, was in the opposite direc- 
tion from Jerusalem. The Jerusalem- 
Gaza road was important at that time 
as the way to Egypt and Ethiopia. The 


the Holy Ghost. 


the prophet. 


other man? 


17 Then laid they their hands on them, and they received 


26 And the ange] of the Lord spake unto Philip, saying, 
Arise, and go toward- the south unto the way that goeth 
down from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is desert, 

27 And he arose and went: and, behold, a man of Ethiopia, 
an eunuch of great authority under Candace queen of the 
Ethiopians, who had the charge of all her treasure, and had 
come to Jerusalem for to worship, 

28 Was returning, and sitting in his chariot read Esaias 


34 And the eunuch answered Philip, and said, I pray thee, 
of whom speaketh the prophet this? of himself, or of some 


35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and began at the same 


scripture, and preached unto him Jesus. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons;“the Inter- 
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Gaza of that day, however, was not so 
near the coast as the town of that name 
today. Important events are focused 
upon that section of the troubled Near 
East at the present time. The student 
should secure a good map of the Holy 
Land in the time of Christ and the apos- 
tles, and note these three places. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 8:4.—“Therefore they that were 
scattered abroad went every where 
preaching the word.” The “therefore” 
looks back to the intense persecution 
described in the previous verses: The 
persecuted and scattered saints were not 
silenced. 

Verse 5.—“Then Philip went down to 
the city of Samaria .. .” Philip was, like 
Stephen, one of the seven appointed to 
serve tables (6:1-5). “Down” in this 
case meant north. Some ancient authori- 
ties read, “a city of Samaria.” See Ap- 
proach to the Lesson. 

Verse 6.—“And the people with one 
accord gave heed . . . hearing and see- 
ing ...” Here was a “mass movement.” 
What the people heard was confirmed by 
what they saw. 

Verse 7.—“For. unclean spirits ... 
came out ... and many .. . were healed.” 
This verse indicated the nature of the 
signs, which ‘were in both realms, spir- 
itual and physical. It was a duplica- 
tion of what had taken place at the 
hands of Jesus Himself. 

Verse.8.—“And there was great joy in 
that city.” Where God visits in salvation 
there is always great joy. 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


Verses 9-13 describe the “conversion” 
of Simon Magus, whose fame is rather 
in the sphere of infamy. 


Verse 14.—“. . . the apostles . . . sent 
unto them Peter and John.” The apos- 
tles were still at Jerusalem (v. 1). The 
news of the Samaritan awakening called 
for investigation. Remember John 4:9, 
but also Acts 1:8. Jewish prejudice 
must succumb before the great commis- 
sion. So must our prejudices. 


Verse 15.—“Who ... prayed... that 
they might receive the Holy Ghost.” 
Lovely to see Jews praying for Samari- 
tans, eager to see their own highest 
privileges shared by their despised 
neighbors! 


Verse 16.—(“. . . baptized in the name 
of the Lord Jesus.”) Where there had 
been a basic faith in the true God, the 
baptism was a token of their confession 
of Jesus as Lord, and so was in His name. 
The formula of Matthew 28:19 contem- 
plates the Gentile world, where con- 
version meant a turning to the true God 
from pagan deities. 

Verse 17.—“Then laid they their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Ghost.” 
Receiving the Holy Spirit in connection 
with the laying on of hands was repeated 
in Ephesus (19:1-6). But the Holy Spirit 
came upon the Roman Cornelius and his 
household apart from such imposition of 
hands, apostolic or otherwise (10:44, 45). 

Verses 18-25 tell the story of Simon’s 
shame, and reveal the unreality of his 
professed conversion. 


Verse 26.—“And the angel of the Lord 
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spake unto Philip ...go... the way 
... from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is 
desert.” The Jerusalem-Gaza road was 
an important artery between Palestine 
and Egypt. 


Verse 27.—“And ...an eunuch... 
under Candace queen of the Ethiopians 
.. . had come to Jerusalem for to wor- 
ship.” The Ethiopia here mentioned is 
not exactly the equivalent of Abyssinia, 
but refers rather to Nubia. Candace 
was not a personal name, but the dynas- 
tic title of the queen, who actually per- 
formed the secular functions of the mon- 
archy in place of the king. The court 
treasurer was probably a “proselyte of 
the gate.” As a eunuch he would not be 
eligible for full proselyte status. 


Verse 28.—“Was returning . . . read 
Esaias the prophet.” The journey would 
be leisurely enough, and would offer 
good opportunity to,improve his knowl- 
edge of the Scriptures. He probably 
used the Greek version (Septuagint), 
since that was the lingua franca of the 
day. 

Verse 34.—“. . . of whom speaketh the 
prophet, this ...?” A very intelligent 
question, giving Philip a wonderful op- 
portunity. 


Verse 35.—“Then Philip . . , preached 
unto him Jesus.” Here is New Testa- 
ment authority for seeing the Lord 
Jesus and His sacrifice in Isaiah 53. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


Giving directions to His apostles for 
the propagation of the Gospel, Jesus had 
indicated a program of expansion— 
“Jerusalem, . ... Judea, ,.. Samaria,... 
the uttermost part of the earth” (Acts 
1:8). Till now the witness had been 
largely confined to Jerusalem and its 
vicinity. The expansion program seemed 
to be forgotten. But God has wonder- 
ful ways of furthering the Gospel. On 
this occasion He permitted severe per- 
secution to strike the church in Jeru- 
salem. So severe was it that the church 
was Scattered abroad with the exception 
of the apostles, who for some reason, of 
which we are not informed, were able 
to live through the days of pressure in 
Jerusalem. For the church this was a 
wholesome dispersion, for the scattered 
saints were not discouraged nor silenced. 
The Adversary had overstepped himself 
and had simply sent the voice of 
the Gospel broadcast. 

Part of this dispersion reached Sa- 
maria. Philip, who had been appointed 
deacon, along with Stephen and five 
others, was about to earn the title by 
which he was later known, the evan- 
gelist (Acts 21:8). So effective was his 
preaching in the Samaritan city that the 
whole populace gave earnest heed to the 
Word, until they were flocking in great 
numbers to be baptized. The news of 
this reached the apostles in Jerusalem, 
and with their sense of responsibility 
for the entire work of the Gospel, they 
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Last Week's Lesson 
4. April 22.—The Church Endures Per- 
ED bciwsscawes- .Acts 6:1 to 8:3 
Next Week’s Lesson 


6. May 6.—The Conversion of Saul. 
Acts 9:1-31 








sent Peter and John as a delegation to 
examine the work that was being ac- 
complished. Although these Jewish 
apostles had still a long way to go in 
being delivered from Jewish prejudices, 
there was already enough of the cath- 
olic spirit in them to recognize the work 
of God in these Samaritans, and it is 
beautiful to see how they desired for 
those whom they once had despised the 
highest of spiritual privileges, such as 
they themselves enjoyed, and gave them- 
selves to prayer on behalf of their Sa- 
maritan brethren that they might re- 
ceive the Holy Spirit, a prayer which 
God answered in full measure. 

But there were other centers of need, 
and the Spirit of God who had so nota- 
bly used Philip in a work of mass 
evangelism now commissioned him to a 
work of personal evangelism. From the 
city crowds he was sent to a desert 
place to meet one man. This man was 
a seeker after the true God, who, be- 
lieving that the true God was found in 
the religion of the Jews, ha@ traveled 
all the way from Ethiopia to worship 
at one of the Jewish festivals. He was 
a man of great authority in Ethiopia, 
but as a eunuch was probably banned 
from the full status of: a proselyte. Yet 
he was willing to follow on, even if only 
afar off, and was studying the Scriptures 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HO became a leader of the perse- 
cution against the church after the 
death of Stephen? 

2. What group stuck out the persecu- 
tion in Jerusalem when the church was 
scattered? 

3. How did the Christians act when 
they were dispersed? 

4. To what special group in the church 
did Philip belong? 

5. How did the Samaritan city to 
which Philip went, respond to the Gos- 
pel? 

6. What convert of Philip’s Samaritan 
campaign became a heretic? 

7. What ecclesiastical crime got its 
name from one of the converts of Sa- 
maria? 

8. What relation to the Jewish faith 
did the Ethiopian eunuch sustain? 

9. What chapter of the Bible did Philip 
find the Ethiopian reading? 

10. By what title was Philip later 
known in the church? 


(Answers on page 315) 
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on his way back to his own land. To 
this traveler, Philip was directed. There 
can be no doubt that it was by the good 
providence of God that the Ethiopian 
treasurer was reading the most evangel- 
ical section of the most evangelical of 
the prophets. So with Isaiah 53 as his 
text, Philip was enabled to lead this 
seeker to a knowledge of Jesus Christ, 
the Lamb of God. Before leaving him, 
he had the joy of baptizing him as a 
rejoicing confessor, and we can have no 
doubt that this earnest treasurer became 
a vocal and effective witness for Jesus 
Christ in his own land. Thus in one 
chapter the Holy Spirit has indicated 
that God’s program includes mass evan- 
gelism, the preaching to the crowds, and 
personal evangelism, witnessing to the 
individual. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. Mass evangelism (Acts 8:5-25) 
2. Personal evangelism (vs. 26-39) 


Topics for Development 

Simon, the Sorcerer. While the printed 
portion of our lesson omits those sections 
dealing with the strange and tragic story 
of Simon, usually known as Simon 
Magus, we can hardly pass over this 
chapter without taking some notice of 
him. The sacred record tells us of the 
great hold which he had on the minds 
of the populace until the emancipating 
Gospel was brought to them by Philip. 

This Simon, who doubtless was in 
touch with a familiar spirit, recognized 
that a superior power was at work, and, 
professing faith in Christ, submitted to 
baptism at the hands of ‘Philip. Later 
events certainly cast doubt upon the 
reality of his conversion. His unregen- 
erate heart still craved that place of 
power which he once enjoyed, and when 
he saw how the Holy Spirit came upon 
men with the laying on of the hands 
of the apostles, he thought he saw a 
means of regaining his lost hold upon 
the people. If he could be the local 
representative for bestowing the Holy 
Spirit upon men and women, he would 
once again be able to exercise all his 
old authority. For this he was willing 
to pay a good price. Little did he ex- 
pect the stinging rebuke given him by 
Peter. Luke’s record leaves him beg- 
ging the apostles to pray for him, not 
that his heart might be made right, but 
that their terrible threatenings might 
not come upon him. 

We read further about this same man 
in the literature of the early church. 
He is known as an enemy of the Gos- 
pel. Justin Martyr indicates that this 
Simon turned again to his old magic, 
and even secured quite a following in 
Rome, where a statue was erected in his 
honor. Irenzeus declares that this same 
Simon was the founder of the sect 
known as Gnostics, a sect which gave a 
great deal of trouble to the church, His 
attempt to buy the power of bestowing 
the Holy Spirit gave his name to an 
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ecclesiastical sin called simony, which 
is the disgraceful act of buying office 
in the church. Throughout the Middle 
Ages this offense was exceedingly com- 
mon. It is strange how this man’s very 
name stands for baseness. 

Pressure Expansion. We have seen 
how the pressure of persecution on the 
church in Jerusalem became God’s in- 
strument for having the Gospel carried 
to many other parts which were not 
being reached up to that time. The his- 
tory of the church offers many examples 
of the same phenomenon, God turning 
what seemed tragedy and defeat to the 
furtherance of the Gospel. Paul him- 
self, who as an unbeliever was fore- 
most in pressing this persecution, lived 
to see the day when pressure upon him- 
Self, in the form of imprisonment in 
Rome, gave new impetus to the ongo- 
ings of the Gospel] (Phil. 1:12-18). 

In more recent times we know how 
the evangelization of inland China 
seemed an almost hopeless task. The 
band of heroic missionaries who went 
there seemed so few among the teeming 
multitudes. Then came the pressure. 
The Japanese entered China, not for 
evangelization, but for -conquest. Never- 
theless, the Japanese invasion became a 
mighty instrument for evangelization. 
The great trek inland began and con- 
tinued, carrying to inland China a host 
of Christian witnesses, with the result 
that there was more spread of the Gos- 
pel in five years than there had been 
in half a century. We may be very sure 
that all the pressures of today, far from 
destroying the work of God, will turn 
out rather to the furtherance of the Gos- 
pel. God is still on the throne. 


Practical Applications 

God has a way of turning apparent de- 
feat to the furtherance of the Gospel 
(Acts 8:4; Phil, 1:12). 

Make sure that what people see in you 
confirms what they hear from you (Acts 
8:6). 

Salvation and joy are bosom compan- 
ions (vs. 6-8). 

When you really begin to pray for 
those whom you formerly despised, and 
to desire for them the highest privileges 
which you enjoy, that is good evidence 
that you are filled with the Holy Spirit 
(v. 15). 

We must be willing to leave “the place 
of greatest opportunity” for the place 
of God’s appointing (v, 26). 

“Preach the word” (2 Tim. 4:2), and 
preach Jesus (Acts 8:35). 


Golden Text 

John 13:35.—“By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another.” I think it must 
have been the thought of those Jewish 
apostles praying for the despised Sa- 
maritans (v. 15) that induced the lesson 
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committee to give us this as the Golden 
Text. When love replaces prejudice, we 
show ourselves true disciples of Jesus, 

’ Evmuovrst, ILL. 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcESTED HYMNS 
“Jesus Shall Reign” 
“Faith of Our Fathers!” 
“Who Is on the Lord's Side?” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Al- 
mighty and ever-blessed God, who hast 
been the support of Thy people in every 
generation, we thank Thee for all the 
progress of the Gospel down the cen- 
turies in face of Satanic opposition. We 
rejoice in the certain victory of Thy Son, 
and trust Thee to fulfill richly and com- 
pletely Thy promise to give to Him the 
uttermost parts of the earth. Stand with 
all who serve Christ in difficult places 
and turn the opposition they experience 
to the spread of the Gospel. Make us 
gladly willing to spend and be spent for 
Christ, certain that life offers nothing 
greater than to serve Him. Give us His 
love for souls, His wisdom, patience, per- 
sistence, strength, and courage that we 











PROMOTER OF WORLD MiISsions! 


They that were SCATTERED ABROAD went 
EVERY WHERE pleaching the WORD.” crs 8:4 
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may ever abound in the work of the 
Lord. To the sick, tried, and troubled 
give special grace and such deliverance 
as shall most glorify Thee. Give the 
nations leaders of Christian faith, con- 
sistent life, right motives, and under- 
Standing of the times. Spare the world 
the judgment of renewed war and bring 
the justice and harmony of a world un- 
der Christ’s control, for His sake and 
glory. Amen, 


After the Lesson.—If you are on the 
Lord’s side, you are on the winning side, 
for the final victory is with Him. Our 
lesson proves that. Stephen had been 
martyred and a storm of persecution 
had scattered Jerusalem Christians far 
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and wide. But that only took the Gos- 
pel to other people, and new converts 
were won as many in Samaria received 
the Saviour. Apart from the persecu- 
tion that drove them from Jerusalem, 
those first Jewish Christians might never 
have shared the Gospel with their Sa- 
maritan neighbors. Barriers of race and 
religion separated the two peoples. But 
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persecution did in short order what 
might never have been done in that gen- 
eration, overleaped the fence between 
Jew and Samaritan. As the Christian 
_ Jews fled from their own people to take 
refuge in Samaria they would have to 
tell their story and so Samaria heard the 
Gospel and many believed and were 
baptized. 

It reminds us of our Lord’s persecu- 
tion by His own villagers after He had 
spoken in their synagogue. Luke says 
they “rose up, and thryst him out of 
the city, and led him unto the brow of 
the hill . . . that they might cast’ him 
down headlong. But he passing through 
the midst of them went his way” (Luke 
4:29, 30). So it was in this first perse- 
cution of the Church. The risen Lord, 
the Head of the Church, passing through 
all opposition, went His way. Always 
the blood of the martyrs has been the 
seed of the church. The Captain of our 
salvation is invincible. Get in on His 
victorious progress. Serve Him faith- 
fully all your days and you will share 
in His final victory. 

Fierce may be the conflict, 
Strong may be the foe, 
But the King’s own army, 


None can overthrow, 
—Frances R, Havergal. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Therefore they ... went every where 
preaching the word” (Acts 8:4).—The 
first great persecution of the Christians 
in Jerusalem had the good effect of put- 
ting a multitude of itinerant preachers 
of the Word into the field. It is im- 
possible to say how long the believers 
would have been content to remain in 
Jerusalem before fulfilling the Lord’s 
expressed desire to witness to Him in 
the other provinces of Palestine and in 
the uttermost part of the earth, apart 
from this persecution. 

The Lord had told His disciples that 
when they were persecuted in one city, 
they were to flee to another. 

What but persecution brought the 
Gospel to America! The history. of the 
Puritans is well known; but to refresh 
our memories, this paragraph is quoted 
from “Short Papers on Church History,” 
by Andrew Miller (a work now out of 
print). “During the reign of the House 
of Stuart, the tide of persecution ran 
high and strong, and the Puritans, de- 
prived of all hopes of redress, fled in 
great numbers to the Continent. After 
the accession of Charles I, fresh cere- 
monies were introduced by Laud and 
additional ¢ruelties were inflicted on the 
Nonconformists. Emigration now seemed 
their only hope. A body of Puritans 
embarked as exiles, landed on the west- 
ern shores of the Atlantic and formed a 
settlement in.New England,” 
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“Then Philip went down to the city of 
Samaria .. .” (Acts 8:5).—Philip, the 
deacon—not the apostle who remained 
in Jerusalem as verse 1 informs us— 
carried out the Word of the Lord and 
went to Samaria. 

At the commencement of our Lord’s 
ministry, He forbade the disciples to go 
to Samaria, for He was limiting His min- 
istry to the “lost sheep of the house of 
Israel” (Matt. 10:6). After Israel offi- 
cially rejected Him, the Lord commis- 
sioned His messengers to preach the 
Gospel] in all the world. 


“Jews have no dealings with the Sa- 
maritans, but Christians have, and Philip 
came to Samaria” (Dr. Morgan). He 
preached Christ to them. He did not 
waste his time denouncing his perse- 
cutors. He sought not sympathy in his 
suffering—he preached Christ. 

Dr. A. T. Pierson said: “The Holy 
Spirit here broke for the first time the 
caste lines and limits of exclusion. The 
Jews, despising the Samaritans. as a 
hybrid race, a mongrel stock, which 
mixed the true faith with their heathen 
idolatries, had with them ‘no dealings.’ 
To show a lost traveler his way, or point 
a thirsty pilgrim to a water-spring, was 
more than the ordinary Jew would do 
for one Samaritan. Yet God used per- 
secution to insure contact; through con- 
tact the Spirit wrought conversion, and 
so humbled the aristocratic Jew.” 


“And the people with one accord gave 
heed .. .” (Acts 8:6).—The implication 
is that crowds of people gave their faith 
and consent to the preaching. The Lord 
Jesus had sown the incorruptible “seed” 
in Samaria (John 4). He “abode there 
two days.” And many of the Samari- 
tans believed on Him. No doubt the 
local application of the Lord’s words 
about the fields being white for harvest 
had reference to Samaria. What a har- 
vest Philip reaped! And what great joy 
the Samaritans experienced! 

A preacher’s wife said she heard her 
husband preach a sermon on the Prodi- 
gal Son in a country church in Vir- 
ginia, and she never saw so many ygung 
men receive the Lord Jesus Christ. They 
did not look as if they were prodigals, 
but fine, clean, young men. However, 
God used the message to cause them to 
realize their need of a Saviour. As each 
one confessed Christ, his mother would 
give a little shout of joy. The preacher’s 
wife said: “I had heard shouting be- 
fore; but never shouting that seemed to 
well up from joy in the heart of each 
mother over the son who had been lost 
but was now found. This was the only 
shouting that moved me to tears, and I 
think I saw that day a faint picture of 
the joy in Heaven over one sinner that 
repenteth.” 


“ .. and they received the Holy Ghost” 
(Acts 8:17).—Had. Acts 2:38 failed? 
These people had repented, believed, 
and had been baptized, and yet they had 
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not received the Holy Spirit! No, Acts 
2:28 was given to devout Jews in Jeru- 
salem, not to Samaritans—nor to Gen- 
tiles as Acts 10 reveals. There is noth- 
ing said about the laying on of hands 
to the Jewish believers. Why is it men- 
tioned in Acts 8? 

We can see a very definite reason for 
it. There was real rivalry between Je- 
rusalem and Samaria (John 4). The 
Lord did not want that spirit to continue 
between Jewish and Samaritan believers. 
He did not want a Samaritan church 
contending with the one in Jerusalem. 
Both Jews and Samaritans must learn 
that believers are one in Christ. Hence 
the believers in Samaria cannot receive 
the Holy Spirit until apostles come from 
Jerusalem to lay their hands on them. 
The Jewish believers would realize at 
once that they must recognize the Sa- 
maritan believers as their brethren in 
Christ—and the Samaritan believers 
would realize that Jewish believers were 
their brethren. 

There was not the same animosity be- 
tween Jews and Gentiles as existed be- 
tween Jews and Samaritans. Hence it 
was fot necessary that hands be laid 
upon the Gentiles when they received 
the Holy Ghost—and it was not done! 
As soon as Gentiles believed, the Holy 
Spirit fell upon them (Acts 10:43, 44). 


“... ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one to another” (John 13:35).—The 
love of Christians for Christians is the 
manifest badge of discipleship. “How 
these Christians love each other!’ should 
still be the exclamation of spectators. 
Shame on us, if it is not so! 

Wawona, CALIF. 

we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Philip “signed on the 

dotted line.” Millions and millions 
of contracts, aggregating billions of dol- 
lars, go out from the headquarters of 
great corporations and business concerns 
every year—but they are not worth a 
cent unless they return with a signature 
“on the dotted line.” A young fellow 
came into the office after a hard day’s 
work, tired, but with eyes glowing. He 
placed on the desk in front of the gen- 
eral manager a big business contract 
which he had been entrusted to nego- 
tiate. On the dotted line at the bottom 
of the paper was the signature of the 
man he had wrestled with all day. It 
was one of the happy moments of his 
life; the prize had been secured. 

God offers the largest, most satisfying 
contract any fellow can imagine. Jesus 
says, “Whosoever will save his life shall 
lose it; but whosoever shall lose his life 
for my sake and the gospel’s, the same 
shall save it.” Philip looked at that 
proposition with clear-eyed vision, and 
said, “Yes, Lord—where do I sign?”— 
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and down went his name, P-h-i-l-i-p, 
on the dotted line, and out went his 
heart and his hand; and up went his 
listening ear for instructions, and for- 
ward his feet. 

Fellows, is it any wonder that Philip 
wrought great wonders and signs for 
the Master there in Samaria? He was 
on the dotted line marked out for him 
day by day by the Holy Spirit. And 
that line led off in a most unexpected 
and strange direction—off to the desert, 
away from the throngs of people in Sa- 
maria where Philip was just piling up 
business for God. But Philip’s name 
was on the dotted line, and that line, 
laid toward the desert, said, “Follow 
me.” 

And make a note of this: God never 
lays down a dotted line for you and me, 
but at the same time He is laying down 
somewhere another line to make a junc- 
tion with it; and when that junction is 
made we get a thrill of satisfaction that 
no man-made plan could ever afford. 
While Philip stepped along, receiving 
direction from the Spirit day by day, his 
dotted line led through a dreary coun- 
try—he wondering, perhaps, but trust- 
ing. Then suddenly business opened up 
in a surprising way. Spirit guided, he 
cast the hook and landed a big one. The 
big one was just ready, mouth open, to 
receive the bait; mind and heart open 
to receive the truth about Jesus Christ 
—yea, asking for it! That Ethiopian 
treasurer to the great African queen was 
about the last man in the world Philip, 
by himself, would have selected as a 
prospect. 

After one has himself signed on the 
dotted line, the next big event in his 
experience is inducing someone else to 
do the same thing. Have you tried it, 
fellows? Well, until you do, you may 
well be concerned to know if you are 
on the dotted line yourself. The Spirit- 
guided life is bound to overflow: the 
fullness which Jesus gives cannot be 
sealed up. Save it—and lose it. Life, 
clung to for self, dies; yielded in serv- 
ice to Christ, it lives! 

Philip caught the secret; you can, too! 
And who knows but you and Philip may 
one day stand side by side before the 
Chief’s desk! 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 


By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IRST thing this morning let us have 

Connie’s story, “Pumpkin Seed.” You 
know I am hoping that every one of you 
girls will be a Sunday school teacher 
some day. Learriing how to tell stories 
is an important part of the preparation 
for this work. To deserve a place in 
the Sunday school, the story you tell 
must teach a lesson. The storyteller 
should first get this lesson herself, and 
after that pass it on to the children. 
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The story must also have a climax, The 
climax is the place in a story when you 
get the most thrilled. After Connie has 
told her story, we'll see who got the 
lesson and who found the climax. (The 
lesson was, “Be sure your sin will find 
you out.”— The climax was when they 
saw the thin pumpkin vines growing out 
of the stump.) You girls are good lis- 
teners, and Connie told her story well. 
The one for next Sunday is called, “The 
Broken Vase.” Who will take it? Thank 
you, 

Today we have Question and Answer 
3 on our “Sin” Scripture Catechism Card, 
“Is sin sure to be found out?” “Be sure 
your sin will find you out” (Num. 32:23). 

Before the Lord Jesus went back to 
Heaven, He told His disciples that they 
were to witness for Him, beginning at 
Jerusalem, next spreading through Judea 
into Samaria, and then unto the utter- 
most part of the earth. Where had they 
been witnessing until the death of 
Stephen? (In Jerusalem.) Right. Read 
Acts 8:1, 4. Do you see what happened? 
Satan stirred up persecution against 
the Christians, which scattered them 
throughout Judea and Samaria. Then 
they remembered that Jesus had told 
them to witness there for Him,. and so 
they did. Satan is always trying to 
hinder the Lord’s work, but God is far 
greater than the Devil. He can use any 
harm that Satan does to hinder His 
work, to prosper it. We see this here 
in Acts 8. 

Acts 8:5 to the end of the chapter is 
about the witness of Philip, another of 
the seven deacons of the early church. 
Who was the other one we studied 
about? (Stephen.) Right. I had a 
Sunday school teacher who said, “The 
Book of Acts centers around the wit- 
nessing of three great men, and all their 
names start with P: Peter, Philip, and 
Paul.” This was easy to remember, but 
we are told much less about Philip than 
about the other two. However, after 
we have studied today’s lesson, perhaps 
we shall see some reasons for that 
teacher's statement, 

Read Acts 8:5-8. What was it: that 
Philip preached in Samaria? (Christ.) 
Yes. If he had preached anything else 
there would not have been great joy in 
the city. How did God make the peo- 
ple want to listen to Philip? (By giv- 
ing him the power to do miracles.) Read 
verse 12. So many people in Samaria 
were Saved and baptized that the report 
went back to Jerusalem fhat the city 
had received the Word of God! 

Read verse 14. The apostles at Jeru- 
salem sent Peter and John to help the 
new Samaritan converts who had been 
saved through Philip’s preaching. Read 
verses 16, 17. Some people have won- 
dered why the Samaritans did not re- 
ceive the Holy Spirit as soon as they 
believed, as we do today. You remem- 
ber that the Jews and Samaritans did 
not like one another. If they had re- 
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ceived the Holy Spirit before Peter and 
John came, they might have said, “Ours 
is a Samaritan church. The church at 
Jerusalem is a Jewish church.” The 
Lord Jesus wanted all believers to be 
one in Him. So the Samaritan converts 
received the Holy Spirit through the 
same leaders as the Jewish believers 
had. 

Read verse 25. Here we find Peter 
and John preaching in many Samaritan 
villages on their way back to Jerusa- 
lem. Do you remember that when Jesus 
talked to the Samaritan woman at the 
well, His disciples marveled that He 
talked with her? Now just a few years 
later they themselves are preaching to 
the Saniaritans, realizing that Christ 
died for them, as truly as He died for 
Jews. 

Philip must have been very happy. The 
Lord had used him to bring almost a 
whole city to Christ. Now there was a 
group of believers in Samaria, indwelt 
by the Holy Spirit and rejoicing in the 
Lord! Philip might have thought, “Till 
settle down here and be their minister.” 
But that was not God’s plan. Read verse 
26 and the first part of verse 27. How 
strange it would seem that the Lord sent 
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this great evangelist at such a time to 
the desert! But Philip obeyed imme- 
diately, although he was not told that 
this was an important step in God’s pro- 
gram of getting the Gospel to the utter- 
most parts of the earth. 

Read the rest of verse 27, and down 
through the remainder of the chapter. 
Here we have a great, wealthy man who 
was yet unsatisfied in heart. Although 
he was the treasurer of Ethiopia he was 
not content with the heathen religion 
there. He had gone up to Jerusalem, 
wanting to get in touch with the true 
God. But he did not find Him in the 
Jewish ritual so he was going home un- 
Satisfied. He had, however, purchased 
in Jerusalem a precious treasure, the 
Book of Isaiah from the Old Testa- 
ment, and was reading it as his servant 
drove the chariot; but he needed someone 
to explain it to him. When the Lord 
told Philip to join himself to the chariot, 
Philip did not say, “I don’t like for- 
eigners.” He ran to him and even sat 
beside him as he preached unto him 
Jesus. Now the Ethiopian treasurer 
found in Christ the satisfaction he had 
longed for all his life. When they came 
to water, he was baptized, and then went 
on his way rejoicing, now able to carry 
the good news of salvation to dark 
, Ethiopia. 

‘ The Spirit of the Lord took Philip to 
another city, and he preached in all the 


\ \ cities till he came to Caesarea. This was 


an important place and here Philip es- 


— stablished his home. Turn to Acts 21: 


8, 9 for a last look at Philip who now 
had four. grown-up daughters in Chris- 
tian work, and who was able and glad 
to keep Paul and his company for many 
days in his home. e ; 

Philip did a great work for the Lord 
in a short time, because the love of 
Christ filled his heart for the despised 
Samaritans and even for a man of an- 
other race. Are we willing to give the 
Lord’s message to people despised by 
others? 





This quarter we are going to use the Scrip- 
ture Catechism Card, “Sin,” for memory work 
(20 cents a dozen), and the accompanying 
book, “The Wrong Road” (50 cents, postpaid). 
These may be ordered from Miss V. D. Gun- 
derson, Box 717, Ferndale, Wash. 

FERNDALE, WASH. 


ye 
The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
825 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. . 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Brothers or Bothers?—By this shall 

all men know that ye are my disciples, if 
ye have love one to another (John 13:35, 
Golden Text). One of the most familiar 
words in the early church was “breth- 
ren.” Critics sometimes complain that 
the Bible makes no direct attack on 
slavery or industrial oppression. But it 
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does better: it calls all believers to be 
brothers, and that is the sure end of all 
such evils. It is easy for us to drop the 
first “r” out of “brother.” See what 
results? Is this the way I feel about 
other Christians? Are they brothers or 
“bothers” to me? When a servant was 
sent to meet Keith Falconer at the train 
and said he would not know him when 
he saw him, his mother said, “Just watch 
for a tall man, helping somebody.” And 
that is what he found—Keith Falconer 
helping an old lady off the train with her 
bundles.—From Moody Monthly. Sent 
by Grace Robinson, Topeka, Kans. 


The Believer’s Right.—They that were 
scattered abroad went every where 
preaching the word (Acts 8:4). Someone 
in China asked John W. Foster, “What 
right have you Christians to come over 
here and bother these poor people with 
your religion?” Mr. Foster replied: “It 
is the right to give to others something 
that is too good to keep.” We know that 
missions mean not only the right to take 
the Gospel to all who need it but the 
obligation to do so. If a large family 
is starving and someone gives a great 
basket of food to one boy for the family, 
and if that boy eats all he can and then 
hides the rest, we think him too bad and 
selfish for words. Well, the Lord has 
given us the Bread of Life and the Water 
of Life—given not only for our sakes 
only, but for all the human family. Too 
bad if we take this Gospel all to our- 
selves, forgetting the world that lieth in 
darkness and privation. We have no 
choice. We have the command: “Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel 
to every creature.”—From the Expositor. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 
Prize illustration. 


Bringing Back the Sparkle.—And there 
was great joy in that city (Acts 8:8). 
“How can I bring back the sparkle to 
my eyes?” This unusual query recently 
appeared in a newspaper in a column 
of medical advice. But the answer to 
the question was even more unusual: 
“Be born again.” We suspect the col- 
umnist was merely making the point 
that, physiologically speaking, the spar- 
kling quality of the eye is associated 
with youth. In any case, his answer is 
a good one. Think back to the change 
when that member of your family, that 
acquaintance or friend, became a Chris- 
tian. Remember that new and indescrib- 
able zest for living which suddenly ap- 
peared—the overflowing joy at which 
you may have wondered?—From the 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Axtell, Kans. 


Stuttering Sam’s Concern.—And the 
angel of the Lord spake unto Philip, say- 
ing, Arise, and go toward the south unto 
the way that goeth down from Jerusalem 
unto Gaza, which is desert (Acts 8:26). 
The blacksmith removed the heavy bar 
and unlocked the front shop doors, A 
man stood there, his trousers wet above 
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the knees, his shoes soaking wet. He 
had come three miles across pastureland 
heavy with dew. “Good morning, Sam! 
You’re out early,” said the smith. A 
peculiar speech-stoppage locked Sam’s 
jaws, so he nodded his head. Finally, 
in desperation, he tore his tongue loose 
to say: “I j-j-just c-c-came over t-t-to 
p-p-pray with you. God p-p-put it on 
me. I have been th—inking of you 
s—ince four o’clock this morning.” 
Wicked though he was, the blacksmith 
had respect for this terribly afflicted but 
consistently Christian man. “All right, 
Sam,” said he, “come on into the house.” 
“No,” came the reply; “your w-w-wife 
is n-n-not in this. It’s j-j-just you.” And 
before the blacksmith could protest, 
Sam dropped on his knees and raised 
face and hands in the attitude of holy 
fervency. And thén God took the lock 
out of Sam’s jaws and-the flutter out of 
his tongue. For the length of the de- 
mand of his burden, in earnest, clearly 
expressed, persistent petition, Sam car- 
ried to the throne of God the black- 
smith’s case. He reached his “Amen,” 
rose from his knees, gripped the smith’s 
hand, and _ said: “Th-th-that is all 
G-G-God t-t-told me t-t-to do.” And he 
set out for the return three miles across 
the still wet fields. His cows were yet 
in the pasture, were yet to be milked, 
and the trip had to be made to the 
cheese factory. But with Sam, God’s 
business. came first. The blacksmith 
watched Sam’s departing figure for a 
few moments. Somehow he was not 
ready for the day’s business, after all. 
He pulled the doors shut, replaced the 
wooden bar, and went out the back way 
to the house. He shouted up the stairs, 
“Sadie, come on down! Stuttering Sam's 
here already. Three miles across the 
fields. Hasn’t slept since four o’clock— 
just over me. It’s time you and me was 
doing something about it.” And Sadie 
came down. And then the blacksmith, 
all broken up, did two things at once: 
he created his own mournet’s bench, and 
he set up his own family altar. There 
was no revival on, no camp meeting in 
any nearby grove, no evangelist in the 
nearest town. But across three miles of 
dew-wet meadows lived an afflicted 
farmer—a good man who walked with 
God and lived in the Spirit, a man of 
kindly spirit yet of firm conviction, a 
man who would-rather see a sinner 
saved than be first to the factory with 
his milk, or first with his machinery into 
his hayfield. O God, teach a few more 
stuttering Sams how to say, “Y-y-yes, 
L-L-Lord,” to the voice of Thy Holy 
Spirit! And, please God, send two or 
three of them across the meadows our 
way. For Jesus Christ’s sake! Amen, 
and amen!—From the Free Methodist. 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Unbelief Doesn’t Dull the Spirit's 
Sword.—Was .. . sitting in his chariot 
read Esaias the prophet (Acts 8:28). 
Ralph C. Norton, who was director of 
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Personal Work for the Chapman-Alex- 
ander Missions (and later director of 
the Belgian Gospel Mission), was talk- 
ing with some friends about the supreme 
work of winning men one by one, in 
which God had uSed him so wonder- 
fully. When they noticed the almost 
exclusive place he gave to the Bible in 
personal work, one asked him: “What 
do you do, Mr. Norton, in cases where 
the unsaved man does not accept the 
Bible as having any authority?” “Well, 
if I had a sword with a keen double- 
edged blade I would not sheath it in a 
fight just because the other man said 
he did not believe it. would cut.”—From 
The Sunday School Times. Sent by the 
Rev: W. P. Shelley, Sunbury, Pa, 


Y A Dying Sinner’s Ple@.—Preached unto 
him Jesus (Acts 8:35). Mr. Birch, an 
English evangelist, tells of a dying in- 
fidel whom he visited by request. The 
man had long been ill and in great need. 
Mr. Birch, with Christian liberality, had 
supplied his wants, and now the dying 
man told him he had sent for him, not 
to speak about religion, for he didn’t be- 
lieve in it, but to thank Mr. Birch for 
his great kindness to him and his. Mr. 
Birch then said: “Will you answer me 
one question?” “Yes,” said the dying 
man, “if it is not about religion.” Lift- 
ing his heart in prayer to God, Mr. 
Birch said: “You know I have to preach 
tonight; many will be gathered to hear 
—mostly poor people, who will soon 
have, like you, to face death. I ask you, 
What shal] I preach about?” Silence 
for awhile; then, with tear-dimmed eye 
and trembling voice the unexpected an- 
swer was given. “Mr. Birch, preach 
Christ to them; preach Christ.” And 
then, utterly broken down, thé dying 
sinner sought mercy from God for his 
own soul.—From Christian Union Her- 
ald. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, Richmond, 
Kans. 
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For Junior Teachers 


_ By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 

Preaching to Neighbors 

(Acts 8:4, 5, 26-31, 35) 
IND or make a map that shows both 
Palestine and Ethiopia, to be laid on 
a table. If you make your own, make 
it large, and identify on it Judea, Jeru- 
salem, Samaria (both country and city), 
Ethiopia, Gaza, Azotus, Caesarea. Use 
about ten little stand-up figures, cut 
from pictures, clustered at Jerusalem to 
represent the Christians. Review Acts 
1:8 and ask if the Christians have obeyed 
God and done it all yet. Review Philip- 
pians 1:29; and, identifying two of the 
stand-ups as Peter and John, let pupils 
tell how they suffered for Christ;, then 
do the same for Stephen. Remove his 

figure, 

The men who had killed Stephen were 
so furious at all Christians that after 
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they had gotten rid of Stephen, they 
rushed back into the city, rounding up 
all the Christians. Saul, the young man 
who had looked on while guarding the 
pile of coats and was happy to see 
Stephen killed, went from house to 
house hunting up the Christians, and 
dragging them off to prisorf. Do you 
think all the Christians waited to be 
arrested? Indeed not! They left Jeru- 
salem in a hurry, and went somewhere 
else to stay or work. Where did they 
go? (Acts 8:1. Place some of the figures 
in Judea and Samaria, leaving Peter and 
John at Jerusalem.) What did they do 
along the way as they traveled or 
worked? (v. 4.) See how God got His 
plans carried out even through the an- 
ger of wicked men! 

Here is Philip (one of the figures) at 
the city of Samaria. Like Stephen, he 
was one of the seven chosen to help give 
out the money because he was honest, 
full of the Holy Spirit, and had good 
sense. What power did the Holy Spirit 
give him? (vs. 6, 7.) Those people were 
very happy to hear the Good News, and 
many were baptized. Peter and John 
came from Jerusalem (move them) and 
prayed. These people, too, received the 
Holy Spirit. 

Just one man is named by name— 
Simon, the magician. Did you read Acts 
8 carefully enough to tell us about him? 
Again there was warning that God's 
Spirit is holy and must be respected. 
Sin and selfishness just do not get along 
with Him! Remember Ananias and Sap- 
phira? 

Then came a message from God to 
Philip, (Read v. 26.) Why should the 
Lord want Philip to go down into that 
desert area where no one lived? (Move 
Philip southward.) The Lord had.a way 
to send His message down to the col- 
ored people in Africa. Can you tell the 
story? (If you find a little picture of 
a man riding in a chariot, move it along 
the road from Jerusalem to Gaza, and 
move Philip to meet it.) Who wentito 
witness to Queen Candace and the Ethi- 
opians in Africa? Who went along the 
coast of Palestine, preaching the Lord 
Jesus? (v. 40.) (Move the figures.) 

Perhaps you remember from our stories 
about the Lord Jesus how the people 
of Judea and Samaria liked each other! 
Like some boys and girls! The Lord 
had tried to teach them that they should 
love their neighbors. Remember the 
Good Samaritan? “You go and do like 
that,” the Lord had said. He told His 
own disciples that love would be the 
proof that they belonged to Him. “By 
this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have love one to another” 
(John 13:35, Memory Verse). And, boys 
and girls, that is just as good a proof 
about you, as about Peter and John and 
Philip! Are you that kind of witness 
at home and school and play? 

The next chapter of Acts will show 
what happened to Saul. How he must 
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YOU LIVE ON $8.00 
A MONTH? 





Kalliopi, an evangelical believer, has no one 
in the world to care for her except one of our 
missionaries. All alone in her tiny room she 
suffers agonizing pain. Bedfast and penni- 
less she needs food, medicine and other help. 
Could you undertake her support at $15.00 


a month? 
gy 


The need in Greece cannot be over- 
emphasized. A strong statement? To 
Americans it may seem so, but not to those 
who have visited that poverty-ridden land. 
How can you exaggerate the misery of a 
country where 35% of the population are 
officially classified as destitute, meaning 
that they earn less than $8.00 a month, 
while the cost of living is almost compar- 
able to ours. Furthermore, 6 out of 10 
children are affected by tuberculosis; 
where there are more lepers than in any 
other country in Europe; where there are 
400,000 orphans out of a population of less 
than 8 million? Greece in 18 months suf- 
fered 4 major earthquakes, rendering one- 
thirtieth of its people completely homeless. 


This picture does not “exaggerate.” It 
is mild compared with many in our files. 
This is just one of the thousands we are 
trying to help. The American Mission to 
Greeks is working day and night to ship 
drugs and clothing, to provide food and 
shelter, for the orphaned, the desperately 
ill, thé incredibly poor of Greece. And 
paralleling the relief ministry, runs a full- 
scale program of missionary work, Scrip- 
turedistribution, evangelism and Christian 
education. Through the International 
Cooperation Administration, in whose 
program we fully participate, we distrib- 
ute tons of U.S. surplus foodstuffs in 
Greece. For only $1.00 we can give out 
22 pounds of food to a needy family. (All 
cases of reported need are carefully inves- 
tigated before help is given.) For $5.00 
we can give out 5 Bibles or 25 New Tes- 
taments; for $6.00 a clothing package; 
$10.00 will educate a child in our Christian 
Day School for a month, or $15.00 will 
support an orphan in our orphanage; 
$50.00 will support a native missionary for 
amonth. If you wish to help Greece in 
its spiritual and physical need, you may do 
it by sending your contribution to Amer- 
ican Mission to Greeks, Inc., Dept. S, P.O. 
Box 423, New York 36, N. Y., Rev. Spiros 
Zodhiates, General Secretary. (In Canada: 
write to 90 Duplex Averiue, Toronto 7, 
Ontario.) (Adv.) 
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have wondered about Stephen’s shining 
face, the vision of Jesus Christ at God’s 
right hand, Stephen’s forgiving prayer 
as the stones fell! 
ORONO, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


AVID and Cynthia were visiting a 

new church together with their 
mother and father. And they liked it! 
They liked the good singing. They liked 
looking up verses in their Bibles, as the 
pastor asked everyone to do. But they 
liked best the big surprise that came at 
the end. Right after the minister fin- 
ished his sermon the congregation sang 
two songs, and then several men and 
women and children presented them- 
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selves for baptism. The pastor asked 
each one to give a testimony. The big- 
gest surprise of all came when David 
saw, in the group, one of the boys of 
his class. “This is Richard Baker,” the 
minister announced. “Will you give us 


' your testimony, Dick?” 


“I was saved when I was very little,” 
Dick declared as he faced the whole big 
congregation. “I asked the Lord Jesus 
to be my Saviour, and He is. Now I 
want to give my whole life to Him.” 
Then the minister baptized Dick. 

As soon .as David saw Dick the next 
day at recess, he exclaimed, “I saw you 
get baptized last night. I never saw 
anything like that before. I have some 
questions to ask you.” 

“O.K. What are they?” Dick always 
loved to be asked questions—especidlly 
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if.they had something to do with church 
or the Lord Jesus. 

“Well, at the very end last night, 
after everyone was baptized, the min- 
ister said something about the water and 
believing. What did he mean by that?” 
David had listened well, but he couldn’t 
quite remember everything he had 
heard. 

“This is what he said,” Dick replied. 
“See, here is water; what doth hinder 
thee from being baptized? If thou be- 
lievest with all thine heart, thou may- 
est.’ Those are almost the exact words 
that someone in the Bible said in the 
long, long ago.” Dick was glad that they 
had just had the lesson in Sunday school, 
or he might not have known himself! 
He was glad, too,,that he had listened 
well and that he remembered that the 
story was in the eighth chapter of Acts. 
So he pulled out his New Testament 
(which went everywhere he went) and 
showed the story to David. “One time 
Philip—one of the early Christians—had 
been preaching in a certain city. But 
suddenly an angel of the Lord brought a 
message to Philip. ‘Arise, and go toward 
the south unto the way that goeth down 
from Jerusalem unto Gaza, which is 
desert,’ the angel commanded. That 
seemed like a strange command. Philip 
had lots more opportunity to preach 
about the Lord Jesus in tke city than 
he would in the desert. But do you 
know what?” 

“No; what?” 

“Even though Philip might not have 
been able to understand why he should 
go, he got up at once and went! When 
he got out on the hot desert he saw a 
cloud of sand dust. He watched. And 
pretty soon he saw that the dust was 
being raised by a great big beautiful 
chariot. Pretty soon Philip saw a black 
man reading a parchment. Then God’s 
Spirit told Philip to go over to the 
chariot and speak to the man. Immedi- 
ately Philip obeyed. He called to the 
black man, ‘Do you understand what 
you are reading?’ ‘How can I under- 
stand unless someone helps me?’ he re- 
plied. Then he asked Philip if he would 
come up into the chariot and sit with 
him. Up he went and read from the 
parchment from the Book of the 
Prophet Isaiah. (Teacher: Please read 
these important verses right from Isa. 
53:7, 8.) ‘About whom is this speaking?’ 
the black man asked. ‘It is speaking 
about the Lord Jesus.’ Philip then ex- 
plained (Teacher: Will you please give 
the children the full details at this 
point?) exactly how the Lord Jesus had 
done just as the prophet had said He 
would do, hundreds of years before. 

“As the two men drove along in the 
chariot, they came to some water. The 
black man said, ‘See, here is water; what 
doth hinder me to be baptized?’ Philip 
answered, ‘If thou believest with all 
thine heart, thou mayest.’ That was 
like the minister said last night, David. 
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of the original by the study of the manu- 
scripts we do have. 


Many Other Parts of Biblical 
Manuscripts 


HEN the cave was excavated in 

which the Isaiah and other manu- 
scripts were found, there were also dis- 
covered fragments of Genesis, Leviticus, 
Deuteronomy, and Judges. A short time 
later, the Bedouin discovered another 
cave near the first, and in this second 
cave (now numbered Cave 2) the re- 
mains proved to include fragments of 
Exodus, Ruth, Psalms, and Isaiah. Upon 
this discovery by the Bedouin, an ex- 
pedition to make further exploration for 
more caves was organized by the De- 
partment of Antiquities, The Ecole 
Biblique (French School of Biblical and 
Archaeological Studies), and the Ameri- 
can School of Oriental Research. This 
writer arrived in Palestine on his an- 
nual trip to the Bible Lands in March, 
1952, while the expedition was in prog- 
ress. We were invited to join the ex- 
pedition, and at the time we joined there 
had just been discovered two copper 
scrolls, formed of thin sheets of copper 
inscribed in ancient Hebrew. They are 
quite brittle through corrosion. Pére 
de Vaux, the French archaeologist, be- 
lieves that these bronze scrolls prob- 
ably contain a rule or ordinance that 
was posted at the community at Qum- 
ran, about a mile away, where the 
people _who possessed these scrolls 
lived about two thousand years ago. 
There is a reference in the apocryphal 
book of I Maccabees to notices and proc- 
lamations being inscribed on bronze tab- 
lets and posted in public places. Such 
practices are also referred to by Jose- 





%Cross, Biblical Archaeologist, February, 


1954, p. 6. 
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Dept. ST 


Los Angeles 26, California 
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phus, the Jewish historian of the first 
century, A.D.4 


Among caves discovered subsequently, 
Cave 4 is most significant. Report- 
ing in 1954, Frank Cross pointed out 
that no less than sixty different Biblical 
manuscripts have been identified.5 While 
most of the manuscripts represent the 
Pentateuch and Isaiah, there are also 
many from Psalms, Daniel, and Jere- 
miah, and among the many fragments 
virtually all the Old Testament books 
are represented.6 In fact, a recent re- 
port indicates that only Esther is miss- 
ing so far, and it will doubtless put in 
an appearance in later discoveries. 


All of these manuscripts and manu- 
script fragments are significant in study- 
ing the way in which the text of the 
Old Testament has been copied and 
brought down to us. For example, the 
study of part of a manuscript of Samuel 
found in Cave 4 shows that it is similar 
to the text represented in the Greek 
translation of the Old Testament (known 
as the Septuagint). The Dead Sea 
Scrolls will be useful for many years to 
come for Old Testament scholars who 
are doing research on the actual text of 
the Scriptures. 


Our Next Article 
EVERAL apocryphal works were also 
found in these caves, and also a 
commentary on the Book of Habakkuk. 
Some writers have aroused a great deal 
of comment by suggesting that these 
documents anticipate ideas in the New 
Testament. In our next article we shall 
distinguish between theories derived 
from these other Dead Sea Scrolls, and 
the actual facts. 
(To be continued) 





* Burrows, “‘Dead Sea Scrolls,” 1955, p. 60. 
*Cross, Biblical Archaeologist, February. 
1954, p. 17. 
*Ibid., p. 17. 
ve 


The Christian Fellowship Cruise 
to Hawaii 


EMANDS increased so noticeably 

among the “alumni” of the Chris- 
tian Fellowship Tours that THe SunpDay 
ScHoo. Times has been operating for six- 
teen years, for a tour to Hawaii, that at 
last such a tour has been arranged. It 
will start from Chicago September 26, 
returning to Chicago October 18. The 
party will travel westward on the new 
vista dome North Coast Limited, un- 
doubtedly picking up additional tourists 
at St. Paul and Minneapolis. 

The ride through the Montana and 
Idaho Rockies will prove to be a most 
delightful experience, particularly dur- 
ing the beutiful early autumn season. 
From the train will be seen some of the 
great farm and ranch areas with cattle, 
sheep, and horses, amidst full running 
rivers and colorful forests, against a 
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background of snowy slopes and sum- 
mits. 

The thrilling Cascade Mountain scen- 
ery will open up before the tourists as 
they complete the run into Seattle, the 
chief city of the State of Washington. 
Here a full day will be spent, the morn- 
ing devoted to an interesting sight-see- 
ing tour of the city, including the Uni- 
versity of Washington, Lakes Union and 
Washington, Floating Bridge, and the at- 
tractive residential sections as well as 
the business area. The afternoon will be 
free to do as one pleases, in shopping, 
visiting the nationally known markets 
close by the fine Olympic Hotel, where 
rooms with bath have been reserved for 
the party. 

Then at the Tacoma-Seattle Airport 
the party will board one of the large 
DC-6B planes of the Northwest Airlines 
for the Hawaiian Islands. Eleven days 
will be spent on the Islands, most of 
them on Oahu, although trips will be 
taken to Kauai and Hawaii. This is the 
finest season to travel to these Islands, 
known as the “trade wind season.” 
Temperatures will be in the mid 70’s, and 
there is little likelihood of any rain 
inasmuch as their rains usually begin in 
November. A most complete schedule of 
sight-seeing has been arranged, which 
will include practically everything of 
importance, and there will be plenty of 
time for leisure and sea bathing. If you 
have ever desired to visit this fabulous 
paradise of the Pacific, this is the trip 
that will give you the very best in con- 
genial Christiap coMpany. 

The return to the States will be a trip 
never to be forgotten on the luxurious 
S.S. Lurline. Four days of sea voyage 
with the full privileges of the entire ship 
will add to the pleasures and restfulness 
of this glorious vacation. Upon return, 
almost two days are spent in Los An- 
geles with excellent sight-seeing trips 
in this great metropolis; then it will be 
a treat on the Santa Fe’s Chief back to 
Chicago. 

An attractive folder is available to 
you, giving rates and all details. Re- 
quests for it should be sent to Mr. Harry 
J. Jaeger, Executive Vice-President and 
Secretary of The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 North 13th St., Philadel- 
phia 5. Mr. Jaeger will accompany the 
tour throughout. 

And, of course, the Alaska Tour is a 
“must” with many readers. It is ar- 
ranged for July 2 to July 27., Mr. John 
W. Lane, Associate Editor of the Times, 
will be with this party. A card to him 
will bring to you the folder of the Alaska 
Tour. 








Advertising brings new things te the 

reader’s attenti and teaches him how 

to use them. You will fing in the 

weekly advertising columns eof The 

Sunday School Times many helpful 

hints that may save you hours of time’ 
and trouble. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Je. 


Sunday, April 29 
2. Recreation That Builds Finer 
Friendships (Col. 3:1-17) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


N CONSIDERING last week’s topic, 

Recreation That Builds My Body,” 
we saw six things that should charac- 
terize wholesome and right physical 
recreation for the Christian. One of 
these was that it should give opportunity 
for Christian friendships. This week’s 
topic directs our attention to the fact 
that not only good physical recreation 
should do this, but that all recreation 
should build finer friendships. We saw 
last week that physical recreation shoulda 
encourage Christian ideals and good 
sportsmanship. This also should be true 
of all types of recreation. Still a third 
characteristic that should be found, not 
only in physical recreation, but in other 
types as well, is the opportunity for 
change from One’s usual work or routine. 


ve 

With these thoughts in mind, is it un- 
reasonable, then, that we should use the 
term “recreation” for our quiet time of 
Bible study and prayer? To be sure, 
Bible study and prayer are Christian 
duties and responsibilities. There can 
be no argument about that. But in what 
exercise can one find opportunity for a 
more worth-while friendship with One 
“who sticketh closer than a brother,” or 
which will encourage Christian ideals, 
or which will provide a more salutory 
change from one’s usual work or routine 
than will the time spent in reading the 
Word and in talking to our Lord and 
letting Him speak to us? No human 
friend can be so understanding and com- 
forting and encouraging and ennobling. 
Can we not learn, then, to put first the 
cultivation of that friendship that is 
above all friendships, with the confi- 
dence that, if we do this and seek first 
His will in our lives and His righteous- 
ness, all our other needs of human 
friendship will be added by His grace 
and provision for us (Matt. 6:33). 


we 
There is another reason why we, as 
Christian young people; should put God 
first in the matter of friendship. Miss 
Ruth Paxson, who was an understanding 
and skilled worker with young people 


and an,excellent Bible teacher, used to. 


draw an equilateral triangle on the 
blackboard to illustrate the place that 
God should have in all our friendships. 
At the apex of the triangle, she would 
write the word “God.” At the lower left 
point was placed the word “Yourself.” 
At the right lower point the words “Your 
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If you want to earn extra money for your- 
self, your church, your organization, here 
is an easy and friendly way to do it in 
your spare time 


NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 
We will send somples of our new 1956 all- 
occasion greeting cards and gifts. Show them 
to friends and neighbors—take their orders — 
ond earn up to 100% profit for yourself. 


IT COSTS NOTHING TO START 


Send us your name ond address. We will rush a full 
set of actual samples on approval with complete details 
on how to get started. 


REGAL GREETING CARD i 
DEPT. ST.14, FERNDALE, MICHIGAN 





















wm Animated 
a Object 
Talks 


CLYDE 
FOUSHEE 


To win and hold the interest of young 





people in the church, here are forty ser- 
mons keyed to youthful minds. Each 
message is illustrated with such easily 
obtainable objects as a Bible, a tooth- 
brush, a jar of applesauce, an old Teddy 
bear. Lesson themes are appropriate to 
growing personalities. $2.00 


Rest for the Weary 
VANCE HAVNER 


This is Vance Havner’s answer to to- 
day’s hectic pace. The rea/ rest, he writes, 
is service through the strength of Christ 
within. One must go apart for a while, as 
Jesus did. 
His public ministry to crowd out His 


“Our Saviour never allowed . 


private meditation,” he notes. Here is 


the spiritual enrichment that has stirred 
Vance Havner’s readers over the years. 
$2.00 








At your bookstore 
FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY, Publishers 
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You'll Never Have 
A Friendlier Trip! 


Can you take your vacation July 2 to 
25, 1956? If so, you are cordially in- 
vited to join with other readers of The 
Sunday School Times for our 17th an- 
nual Christian Fellowship cruise to 
Alaska. 


You will never experience a friend- 
lier vacation trip. A major purpose 
of Christian Fellowship parties is to 
bring together congenial people of 
similar faith and interests for travel. 
Imagine the friendliest people from 
your own church going with you on 
a journey for pleasure and good com- 
ss So it is on Christian 

ellowship tours. After every one of 
our trips, the typical comment is, “The 
happy spirit and friendliness of our 
party was a wonderful experience.” 


Our 1956 Alaskan Cruiée will again 
be on our favorite S.S. Chilcotin, a 
modern, completely air-conditioned 
passenger ship, devoting its entire 
schedule in Alaskan waters to the 
convenience and entertainment of 106 
chosen guests. Dates of the trip are 
July 2 to 25. 


Alaskan ports of call include Juneau, 
Skagway, Wrangell and Ketchikan. 
In Alaska too there’s to be a tour into 
the interior of the Yukon between 
Skagway, Lake Bennett and Carcross. 
The spectacular Gardner Canal is in- 
cluded, also a stop at Kitimat, the new, 
model aluminum city on the west 
coast of British Columbia. Opportu- 
nities for brief visits to mission 
churches in some towns of the Far 


Nerth will be afforded. 


July is the ideal month for an 
Alaskan cruise. The Midnight Sun 
brightens days, which are 20 hours 
long. Nature’s kindest summer weather 
prevails. Sea, sky, mountains, islands, 
forested shores combine to form dra- 
matic pictures to thrill and uplift all 
travelers. No wonder that so many 
Americans are eager for this perfect 
summer vacation trip, which is so com- 
fortable, satisfactory, and inspiring. 


“Alaska” is the title of a new folder 
just published to describe the Chris- 
tian Fellowship Alaskan cruise of 
1956. Please write for your free copy 
to Mr. John W. Lane, Jr., Associate 
Editor of The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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friend” were written. Then she would 
show that as you and your friend moved 
up the triangle toward “God,” the closer 
you came to your friend, until the best 
human friendship is found in closest pos- 
sible relationship to Him. 


v 

From what a world of dissatisfaction 
and disappointment and _ oftentimes 
heartache we might be spared, if we 
could but learn and put into practice 
the habit of talking to our Heavenly 
Father about this matter of our friend- 
ships and letting Him guide us into those 
friendships of His choice. He has created 
us and He knows the need that, we have 
for human friends. He wants us to have 
those friends that will enrich and in- 
spire our lives and those to whom we 
may be a help and inspiration. But He 
also wants to spare us from the kind of 
friendships that will hold us back or 
hinder us in the Christian race. He 
“wants us to put Him first, before even 
the dearest human friend or loved one, 
not that He may deprive us of anything 
good, but, on the contrary, so that He 
may work in our hearts and in the 
hearts of our friends in such a way that 
our friendships will be deeper and 
richer’ and more enduring. 

ig 

Should it not be evident, then, that 
we have nothing to fear in commifting 
to the Lord every concern and longing 
that we may have about our friendships, 
with the confidence that in His hands 
our highest good and lasting joy and 
satisfaction will be cared for. And can 
we not see also that we need have no 
fear about speaking about our Lord to 
our friends and acquaintances, and doing 
all that we can to help them to know Him 
better? We shall not lose their friend- 
ship by such a course, if they are within 
the circle of friends that God has plan- 
ned for us. And if they are not within 
His will for us, then we should not de- 
sire to include them, no matter how at- 
tractive or worth while their friendship 
may appear to be. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
ve 


The Effects of God's Revelations 
(Continued from second page) 


Spirit, and abiding in the life-giving 
presence of the Sun of Righteousness. 
The Word of God as the testimony 
(Jehovah’s sworn covenant) was in, the 
ark of the covenant (Exod. 25:21); the 
law of His God was in Messiah’s heart 
(Psa. 40:8; Heb. 10:7); the psalmist tes- 
tified, “Thy word have I hid in mine 


heart” (Psa. 119:11); and the same 
psalmist prayed, “Order my steps in 
thy word: and let not any iniquity. 


have dominion over me” (Psa. 119:133). 
The sworn testimony of Jehovah taught 
this guileless saint that the highest wis- 
dom is to believe the unbreakable Word 
of God. 
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Then the Word of God as the divine 
statutes engraved on his heart made him 
glad as he learned through those stat- 
utes that the government of God is safe 
and sound because righteous. He also 
testified that obedience to the purifying 
commandment of God’s Word clarifies 
man’s vision. One then sees God as He 
really is and not as human imagination 
supposes Him to be. 

Scripturally instructed to see God’s 
majesty of holiness, the psalmist was 
blessed with a holy fear of evil. “The 
fear of the Lord is clean, enduring for 
ever” (Psa. 19:9); and, from the un- 
speakable shame of idol temple service 
illustrates, the fear of idols is filthy, and 
slated for termination by judgment! The 
Word of God continues to purify the 
vision. “The judgments of the Lord are 
true and righteous altogether” (v. 9). 
David thereby saw that God is right 
in all that He does and allows, no mat- 
ter how contrary appearances may be. 

Furthermore, as verse 10 shows, the 
Word in the heart educates one in true 
values. Earth’s gold is limited to time. 
It falls from the dying man’s grasp. But 
the Word of the Eterna] God stored in 
the strongroom of the heart is eternal 
treasure. The Scriptures give true pleas- 
ure NOW and promise “pleasures for 
evermore” (Psa. 16:11). 

The stream of blessing deepens. One 
receives mercies of warning concerning 
false ways, hidden dangers, deceptions 
that promise pleasure and profit, but 
finally pay off in heartbreak and _ loss. 
On the other hand, the .result of having 
the divine promises planted in the heart 
(and pleaded on the knees according 
to Hebrews 11:6) is reward “above all 
that we ask or think” (Eph. 3:20). 


3. THE SoLtE REMEDY 

Verses 12-14 give a most instructive 
conclusion. The deepening penetration 
of the Word into David’s heart disclosed 
a depravity beneath man’s ability to 
fathom. We see from Scripture that the 
witness of creation leaves man admit- 
tedly guilty before God. The witness 
of the Word in man’s heart moves him 
to exclaim in efféct, “How guilty I am!” 
But that same sword of the Spirit which 
cuts deeply heals completely. It gives 
what the witness of creation does not 
‘give—hope. It gives the sinner.ability 
to call on his Creator as “Redeemer.” 
David, aghast at what the Word in his 
heart revealed to him, cried, “Cleanse 
thou me, O Lord, my strength 
[Rock]; and my redeemer” (Psa. 19:12- 
14). By the Word he discovered inner 
tendencies which, if not dealt with by 
God, His Saviour, would grow into mon- 
ster sins of great transgression. Indeed 
one did, as we know! 

The way of enlightenment and saving 
faith that® David found is our Creator- 
Redeemer’s way for every creature. 
Here then are.Christians reminded that 
our possession of the life-giving witness 
of the Word makes us responsible again 
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—this time to get that Word to those 
who are without it, and who are yet 
morally responsible by the witness of 
creation. God bridged the gap between 
the awful majesty of His works and the 
life-giving agency of His Word by a 
man. At Sinai when He gave Israel the 
decalogue, the people were terrified at 
the sight. So was Moses. They begged 
Moses to speak with them, not God, “lest 
we die” (Exod. 20:19). By the voice of 
man, then, must God speak to man. 
Then came the God-man, sent as Moses 
prophesied; “A prophet ... like unto 
me . -” (Deut. 18:15). The human 
chain of witness lengthens as Paul te!ls 
how God revealed His Son in him, “That 
I might preach him among the heathen” 
(Gal. 1:16). Next came Paul’s question, 
“How shall they hear without a 
preacher?” (Rom. 10:14.) Can _ that 
preacher be a star, or a storm, or a holy 
angel? Who but redeemed sinners, jike 
the woman of Samaria and ourselVes, 
can witness to the unredeemed of that 
Word which shall enable them to call 
their Creator “my redeemer’? (Psa. 
19: 14.) 
(To be continued) 
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For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Dally Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


April 23 to 29 


Mon.—Acts 8:4-13. 
Reaches Out With Power. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “When they be- 
lieved Philip preaching the things con- 
cerning the kingdom of God, and the 
name of Jesus Christ, they were bap- 
tized, both men and women.” Thus the 
early church reached out to multitudes 
needing the Gospel of Christ. The out- 
reach was in the Spirit’s grace and 
power. The one essential for spiritual 
success they found to be in that one glo- 
rious word, “grace.” “Let us have grace, 
whereby we may.serve God acceptably 
with reverence and godly fear” (Heb. 
12:28). Christ was full of grace, along 
with truth, and success is achieved by 
the servants of God only when His grace 
is in us. How we need to see the grace 
of God in our time! Pray for Mexico, 





Tues.—Acts 8:27-39. A Son of. Ethiopia. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “A man of Ethi- 
opia.” The Gospel must be preached to 
every nation. Here, as far as we know, 
is mentioned the first man of the Ethi- 
opians to hear Christ’s Gospel. The re- 
Sults of this first Christian convert’s tes- 
timony will ultimately be unfolded. 
What are you doing to spread Christian 
missions? Will your deeds find a place 
in God’s book? Let your contribution 
to getting the word of life to new peo- 
ples be joyful and generous. Pray for 
the Great Commission Prayer League’s 
enlistment of fifty thousand who will 
keep rank in prayer, morning by morn- 
ing, for pioneering missionaries in all 
lands. 


Wed.—<Acts 10:9-18. Peter’s Vision. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “What God hath 
cleansed, that call not thou common.” 
Peter’s vision represented the people of 
all lands. It was thus presented to the 
prejudiced mind of Peter in such a way 
as to prepare him to obey promptly 
God’s call to preach Christ to Gentiles. 
Do you have prejudices needing to be 
removed so that the Gospel of salvation 
can reach people for God? Are you 
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Write today for FREE PLAN and Special Offer 
DUROTEX PRODUCTS, Dept. $ , Trenton 6, 1. 


«FLANNEL BOARD BACKGROUNDS » 


Send $1 for fine quality 27 x 36 inch basic outdoor 
scene. Write for catalog. Also DVBS materials. 
Bible and Gift Shop, 143 Fourth Avenue, N., Wiscon- 
sin Rapids, Wisconsin. 


DIETITIAN — COOKS 


40 hours, meals, uniforms, plus excellent benefits. 
Start tpeaeer 1956. Give age, experience, training, 
etc. rite: 


Business Office, Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illinois 


CHOIR COWNS 


Choir Cassocks and Cottas 
Communion Linens—Table Scarves 
Pulpit Hangings and Bible Markers 


Prices and samples sent on request 


4d. M. HALL, Inc. 14 West 40th 


Street 
New York 18, N.Y, 


FACULTY SECRETARY 


Secretary, with college and Biblical train- 
ing, needed for position available June 1 
—at Fuller Theological Seminary. 
Write, giving details regarding experi- 
ence and qualifications to: 
Business Manager 


135 N. Oakland Avenue Pasadena, Calif. 
DON’T MISS THE JUNE ISSUE of the 


CHRISTIAN VICTORY MAGAZINE 


Fully discussing 

WHY EVANGELICAL CHRISTIANS 
SHOULD REJECT the new REVISED 
STANDARD VERSION of the Bible. 
$2.00 the year, or 25 cents for this special, 
96-page issue. 


























CHRISTIAN VICTORY PUBLISHING CO. 
Fred John Meldau, Editor 
2909 Umatilla Street Denver 11, Colorado 


PEWS, PULPIT & CHANCEL 
—_——— Furnilirre 


« - EARLY 





LIVERY « « 


WRITE FOR CATALOGUE 
J.P REDINGTON &CO. 
DEPT. 102 SCRANTON 2, 








40 YEARS AGO — _——"— 








money.” 










“In 1916 my wife and 
I opened the doors of our home to helpless, home- 
less ones who came our way, inviting them to share 
with us. ... We were called of the Lord to open the 
Home of Onesiphorus to be a Gospel “lighthouse” 
where those in need might come for help. ... We 
began with five orphan boys and with $2.00 Chinese 
(Quoted from Founder’s letter.) 





Through the years the 
ome of Onesiphorus 
continued its ministry to 
unfortunate children, now 
in, Beirut, Lebanon — 
Ramallah, Jordan—Hong 
Kong. Representing the 
work is our color-sound 
motion film, “‘God's Other 
Children,” available on 
offering basis. Write for 
information — 
HOME OF ONESIPHORUS 
3939 N. Hamlin Ave 
Chicago 18, Ill., Dept. 15 
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willing to cast these aside in order to 
reach sinners for Christ? Pray for Cen- 
tral America, 







IS YOUR MONEY 


only working 






Thurs.—Acts 9:11-17. 
Paul and the Gentiles. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “He is a chosen 
‘s " : vessel’ unto me, to bear my name be- 
part time Cy fore the Gentiles, and kings, and the 
children of Israel.” This divine order 
of ministry for Paul puts Israel last on 
the list instead of first. The Book of 
Acts closes with his ministry to Gentiles 
(Acts 28:25-28), but it is probable that 
through his written testimony Israel yet 
shall be greatly blessed by his Epistles. 
Some have thought that Hebrews 13:23 
intimates his authorship of Hebrews. 

* Pray for Costa Rica. 














FOR THE LORD? 
and 
FOR YOU? 



























Fri.—Colossians 1:24-29. 


* Compared with Moody Annuities, money invested in savings The Church’s Message. 
accounts, stocks, or other business securities is Only working part Seaiaens: Caenietiiatiina:' lila, idan: iat 
time. If you’ve been planning to make a gift to the Lord through Gctaiilt mention, Vaiaeats aibet. to Gin otiiin 


Moody Bible Institute, but have put it off because you needed the of the glory of this mystery among the 
income from your savings, then you will be interested in Moody Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the 
Annuities. They provide the means to make your gift to the Lord hope of glory.” Only as Christ dwells 
now, and still enjoy a higher annual return than that provided by in hearts by faith, and is manifested in 


their transformation into His likeness, is 


most sound investments. ; 
Christ’s Gospel truly preached. This is 





MOODY ANNUITIES... the fruit which abounds to the believer's 

account in the day of reckoning. “New 

WHAT THEY ARE... WHAT THEY DO... creatures” in Christ Jesus, presented 

An annuity is a gift, in return for which Moody Bible Institute agrees to pay a perfect in Him, are the goal of minis- 

fixed sum yearly to the giver. Moody Annuity payments are determined somewhat tries truly Christian (vs. 28, 29). Pray 
like an insurance premium. They depend on the size of the gift and your age. For for Guatemala, 


instance, a man aged 60, would receive $53.91 yearly for every $1,000 given to the 
Institute through an annuity. This represents an annual return of almost 544%. 
Because the annuity is considered a gift, a large percentage of your annual check 


Sat.—1 Corinthians 3:9-15. 
The Foundation of the Church. 


is free of income taxes. PRAYER SuGGEsTIONS: “Other foundation 
can no man lay than that is laid, which 
FOR THE LORD... is Jesus Christ.” Let ministers of Christ 


be careful to build only on Christ, “The 
Great Rock Foundation,” and to build 
only: with gold, silver, and precious 
stones, since “every man’s work shall ° 


Part-time dollars-get busy fast in full-time Christian service when given to Moody 
Bible Institute and its many ministries. Through your gift, you become an active 
soul winner—sharing in the many souls saved through the Institute and its students. 


You also take part in the ministry of radio station WMBI, the distribution of be made manifest: for the day shall de- 
gospel literature, the film ministry and the Institute of Science. clare it, because it shall be revealed by 
fire; and the fire shall try every man’s 
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Moody Annuities pay more than most ordinary, conservative investments. What's preacher build on Christ, the one foun- 


dation of the Church, according to his 
own notions. Diyine specifications found 
in the New Testament provide the 
heavenly blueprint for all Christian 
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more, they require no managing or supervision... your checks keep coming year 
after year, without attention on your part. To suit your convenience, annuity pay- 
ments can be made annually or semi-annually. Your income is safe, too. For over 
46 years, Moody has never missed or been late with an annuity payment. 
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